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For the Sunday-School Times. 


THE HUMAN FACE. 


HE human face is a wonderful teacher. 
On infancy it is almost omnipotent. The 
little babe receives its bias of feeling and 
of temper in this way. Ob, then how holy a 
place should be the nursery of infancy. Its 
approaches should be carefully guarded. 
Never let an impatient, petulant look of the 
eye,a harsh excited tone of voice, a rapid 
motion of the hand or foot, appear within its 
sacred portals. Why daguerreotype these 
things se carelessly on the little stranger? 
No hours of its life are mere momentous in 
the formation of habits and character. Many 
a fond mother wonders why her darling is 
afflicted with so quick a temper. She forgets 
that it was implanted in the little being, in 
her thoughtless, hasty reprimand of the nurse, 
or in the impatience and ill-temper of the 
nurse in the absence of the mother. When 
the infant was thought to be too young to 
know anything, it was receiving all-control- 
ling impressions, such as were woven into the 
very warp and woof of its future life. “The 
home of mothers is the seat of destiny.” 
This should be ever remembered. 

Again, the human face teaches wonder- 
fully even with the children of a larger 
growth. Children and young people read 
their parents’ true characters. They seldom 
make a mistake here. If their judgments are 
fallible, their instincts, as said Fisher Ames, 
‘are almost infallible.” The look of care and 
anxious solicitude betrays to dull children 
the imtense worldliness within. The look of 
vanity betrays the pride and envy. The look 
of contempt betrays the selfishness. The 
look of neglect betrays the want of sympathy 
and appreciation. The anxious, fretful look 
betrays the want of faith and love to God 
and man. The youth read all this unerringly. 
Alas ! the human face is a great tell tale. 

Again, in the great walks of life, how 
truthfully the human face speaks. Often in 
walking up and déwn the crowded Broadway 
of our city, or the other broad ways of life, 
we are almost led to ejaculate as we look 
into the countenance of the passers by, 
“Oh, what asin it is to carry such a face into 
the street as that.” How many bad impres- 
sions and tendencies can be imparted by 
a sour look in one hour’s promenade? How 
many good thoughts will that look expel 
from the passers-by? How many avenues 
to shade and sadness will it unconsciously 
open? How much good will it check—how 
much sorrow and evil will it project? 

Then follows that proud, haughty, con- 
temptuous, defiant look; trace its character- 
forming influence. 

Turn again and see that bright, amiable, 
sunlit countenance just turning the corner. 
It inspires the hopeless—it cheers and raises 
the falling, it rescues the despairing, the 
perishing. It sheds a radiance over life, in- 
spires better hopes, and under its inspiration 
we anew buckle on life’s armor. 

I beg leave to offer a brief, truthful illus- 
tration of the reverse of allthis. This morning, 
on my way up Thirty-second street, my eye 
was turned on an infant of a few months in 
its mother’s arms. Its eyefixed my gaze. It 
was calm, and yet it was so old with sorrow, 
sternness, harshness and temper, that it sur- 
prised me. I turned my eye to her little 
sister, of perhaps three summers, I beheld the 
same unhappy expression. I looked on the 
mother in whose arms the babe was held, 
and there was the secret. The mother had 
daguerreotyped her own face, temper and 
spirit, unmistakably on both of her children. 
A true transcript. Oh, thought I, how can a 
mother crush out the whole early life of her 
little ones in that way. Why did not some 
one tell her, that her own face, her careless 
look, even more than her careless words 
perchance, was forming the character of her 
offspring. With unusually fine eyes and well- 
formed features and complexion, the look had 
degraded them all to the appearance of almost 
little fiends. 

Another case. Not long since I called 
apon an active Christian man fora special 
Sabbath-school service of importance. While 
giving him my reasons for selecting him 
among others, i said, ‘You have a cheerful, 
smiling look, and that goes a great ways 
with children.” He smiled and replied, “I 
am glad to hear you say that. It was not 
always so. Some years ago, when I first had 
my daguerreotype taken, it was brought home 
and it looked so stern and unamiable, that 
I exclaimed, is it possible that I am so cross- 
looking a man ag that, and I resolved at 
once to cultivate a more cheerful and happy 
countenance, and I am rejoiced to hear that 
I have in any good measure succeeded.” 
Oh then, cultivate carefully a pleasant ex- 
pression of countenance everywhere. 

Depend upon it, reader, it is a sin to carry 
such a selfish face into the street, into the 
family, and into the Sunday-school, as some 
good people do. Let a word to the wise be 
sufficient. R. G. P. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


What Do Children Teach Us? 


HOEVER has known the love of a little 
child must have felt something of its 
elevating and hallowing power over his own 
heart. Few influences from without come 
with more purity and peace than this blessed 
love of childhood. We cherish it, we cling 
to it, as something which out of its very weak- 
ness is made strong. It is not, indeed, a power 
which reveals itself by great and startling 
effects. Like the strong yet silent energies of 
nature, it works quietly, but mightily! 

Let us sit awhile as learners at the feet of 
childhood. If the Lord Jesas, when on earth, 
‘called a little child unto him,” and made it 
a lesson of humility to his disciples, may we 





not hope, by following his example, to learn 
like precious things? “Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye can- 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
Surely this is one of the great lessons of life, 
“ To become as little children.” But, oh! how 
hardit is! How our proud hearts rebel, and 
our worldly wisdom tries to get round this 
stumbling-block—to roll it away—anything 
rather than submit ourselves to it! And how 
patient is our heavenly Father, while we are 
so slow to learn the teaching of his love! 
And when, at last, in humble penitence, we 
cry, ‘Father, I have sinned!” how tenderly 
he receives us, and clasps us to his heart. 

Hardly second to this great lesson of hu- 
mility, is that of dependence and trust in him 
who is our care-taker. When, like little chil- 
dren, we feel our own ignorance and helpless- 
ness, then only do we depend entirely on our 
Father, and make his will our own. Then 
only do we give ourselves up whole-heartedly 
to his guiding and love to have itso! When 
we cannot see the way, it is enough that our 
Father knows, and that he holds us by the 
hand; when we are weak and ignorant and 
fearful, it is enough that our Father is strong 
and wise and great-hearted ! 

Yet another lesson may we learn from our 
little teachers—that of living in the present ; 
neither regretfully lingering over the past, 
nor faithlessly borrowing trouble from the 
future. Even among Christians there is much 
of this besetting sin, this “ taking life by the 
job, rather than by the day,” as the quaintold 
saying is. How does the simple earnest- 
ness of a child in the things of the present 
moment rebuke this our faint-heartedness! 
While our Father is “daily loading us with 
benefits,” “crowning us with loving-kindness 
and teuder mercies,” we are, perhaps, looking 
the other way, and trying to shoulder the 
morrow’s burden! Qh, let us take shame to 
ourselves for thus distrusting the love that 
watcheth over us! Let us learn to live by 
the day, gratefully acknowledging God’s mer- 
cies, and meekly receiving his chastisements. 
Let our watchword be— 


“Trust no future, howe’er pleasant, 
Let the dead past bury its dead; 
Act, act in the living present, 
Heart within, and God o’er head !” 


Simplicity and transparency are also marked 
characteristics of childhood. We are scarce 
ever at a loss for the motives of a child's con- 
duct; daylight is hardly more clear. The 
crooked lesson of concealment and duplicity 
has not yet been learned, and we instinctively 
trust the glance of that clear-shining child- 
eye, which so truthfully mirrors each little 
joy or grief of the fleeting moment. God 
forbid that its light should ever be dimmed, 
its truth ever be clouded ! 

And yet though this is the prayer of our 
hearts, we know that something of this na- 
tural simplicity must be lost through contact 
with the world and its selfishness. But might 
we not keep much more than we generally do 
of its freshness and purity? Might nota quiet 
ripeness of judgment so balance the early 
transparency of childhood, that our characters 
should be marked by a strong union of sim- 
plicity and maturity ? Should we not be much 
better men and women, more worthy of honor 
and confidence, even in a worldly sense, if we 
kept a single eye, an upright heart? If we 
had no wariness to conceal, no double-deal- 
ing to be ashamed of? 

Oh! for the clear, trusting eye of child- 
hood ; so true, so fearless, so full of light! 
God grant that we may indeed “ become as lit- 
tle children !” A. S. K. 


THE MORMONS. 


HERE is a chance that this frightful ex- 
cresence on the body politic will be re- 
moved. Uaptain Gibson, who seems to 
have identified himself with the Mormons, is 
said to be about embarking for the East 
Indies, to seek an isolated home for this 
fanatical sect. Such a course was suggested 
some time since by Captain Gibson, who has 
had a varied experience in the Australian 
islands; and at his instance was proposed by 
Brigham Young to our government, on con- 
dition that the United States would purchase 
the Mormon property in Utah. Little notice 
was taken of the offer, but it is now said, that 
if a favorable locality is found, they will 
abandon their city, and depart. 

It has become a grave question what to do 
with these people. Increasing in numbers 
and wealth, already assuming the proportions 
of a State, and claiming representation in our 
national councils, there is yet that in the 
constitution of their faith, as well as in their 
social institutions, which precludes the possi- 
bility of their admission into our political 
confederacy. Their distinguishing religious 
and social characteristic, polygamy, is in de- 
fiance of the first principles of civil law and 
social order; while they deny political allegi- 
ance outside of their hierarchal head, as entire- 
ly as the Jesuits. They have been already a 
cause of great expense to the government— 
an expense which must continually increase. 
The execution of the laws of the United 
States has been found next to impossible, and 
the difficulty is every day augmented by large 
foreign accessions to their numbers. 

There is something of truth or substance 
in every error, to keep it alive; in the Mor- 
mon fanaticism that preserving thread is 
thrift. Nothing but accretion is needed, 
however slow the process, to make any indi- 
vidual or community wealthy. This the Mor- 
mon leaders have had the wisdom to sécure; 
and having added to it a continual appeal to 
the most insatiable animal passion, the indul« 
gence of which they sanction as a religious 
duty, itis not so much a wonder that their 
community increases. They are exceedingly 
well off, and they know it, and are made to 
believe that it is the reward of their religious 
faith. It may be added, that an inordinate 
self-conceit is also artfully encouraged, and 
credited to the same cause. There are many 
Mormons in principleeverywhere. Leta man 
convince himself that worldly gain and the 
indulgence of selfish passions are sanctioned 
by the Deity, and he will readily adhere to 
any religious faith which adopts this facile 
pravity of his nature. 

Mormonism, in its open profession, belongs 
to the barbarous ages and dark places of the 
earth. It has no business or place in a Chris- 
tian land. Its adherents feel this. They are 
uneasy among us; they do not wish to be 
under the restraints of civilized laws; any 
protection which they might realize from the 
United States they feel would not pay them 
for submitting to the restraints and obliga- 
tions of citizenship. On their own standards, 
they areright. They have retreated from Chris- 
tianity as far as Salt Lake, but it threatens 
to overtakethem there. The report that they 
are disposed to make their next exodus to 
the very antipodes, is therefore probable. 
It would be like them to do it, and it is the 
best thing for them to do. They cannot be 
converted ; missionary operations among them 
are impossible. They may not be abated by 
the strong hand ; that is contrary to justice 
and the spirit of the age. Let them go where 





—— 


they can pursue their wicked fooleries to the 
appointed end. This end is an involution 
into the barbarism of the past—a falling back- 
ward into the darkness of heathenism. It 
will be said of them, “as they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge, he gave them 
over to a reprobate mind to work all manner 
of evil with greediness.”” What will be their 
precise history in the East Indies, we cannot 
predict. They may have wars with the savages; 
they may may be exterminated by strange dis- 
eases—a not improbable issue; they may 
have risings and civil wars among themselves ; 
or they may thrive in numbers and increase 
in material wealth for many years. But the 
result in any case will be a retrocession into 
barbarism—the sure end of every human 
institution which rejects Christianity. Mor- 
monism is “like salt which has lostits savor,” 
and as nothing can be done with it, it were 
better cast out.—The World. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 
Jesus Wept. 


While friends were fast asleep, 
And some had gone away, 
Alone upon the mountain top 
Where he had gone to pray, 
Jesus wept. 


Gireat drops of blood like sweat 
Forth from bis body ran, 
His agony appeared so great, 
And thus for sinful man 
Jesus wept. 


But when in heaven above 
We shall our Saviour see, 
Remember, as we taste his love, 
That ’twas for such as we 
Jesus wept. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


The Christian Cabin. 


HE sun was just bidding us a cheery good 
night, when I turned my horse into a 
short lane, from which led a footpath into the 
woods. I was directed to follow this path, 
and it would lead me to the home of one for 
whose spiritual safety I had anxiously labor- 
ed and prayed. As we slowly picked our 
way, memory, ever busy in her storehouse of 
events, was recalling scenes of solemn inter- 
est through which I had passed with my 
friend. I first saw him an avowed infidel, 
coptemning religion, desiring no part nor lot 
with Christians, refusing te place himself 
under the influence of prayer or religious in- 
struction. He had passed through fifteen re- 
vivals, knew all about them, had seen their 
results, and seemed satisfied in his unbelief. 
I saw him again reluctantly listening to the 
entreaty of those whose hearts were filled 
with the freshness of a Saviour’s love, and 
going with them to the house of prayer. 
Memory again reverted to that hour of all 
hours most intensely interesting and critical, 
too, when the Spirit of God laid hold upop 
him, and unlocking the door of his heart, led 
him from recess to recess, discovering the 
terrible truth of his depravity, of his utter 
enmity against God, his rejection of a Saviour, 
his fearful ruin, and when the only door 
of hope being shown—a Redeemer all power- 
ful to save—he fell upon his knees, and in 
agony which shook his strong frame, he was 
enabled to plead for mercy. The scene will 
never be effaced from memory’s tablet. 
Friends overcome, retired to pray for the dis- 
tressed man. For one and a half hours the 
conflict was terrible, indeed ; it seemed as if 
the adversary must ruin a soul so precious. 
At length, the faint whisper “ Mercy, mercy,” 
fell upon my ear; then, ‘‘God be merciful to 
me a sinner ;” and mercy from the exhaustless 
fountain of a Saviour’s love flew with pardon 
to his weary spirit. From that day his voice 
has been heard, telling of him who is no 
longer a root out of dry ground, having no 
beauty that he should be desired, but who is 
the chief among ten thousand, and altogether 
lovely. 

With these recollections, and an earnest 
prayer that God would call in the unbeliev- 
ing, I drew near a cabin. Two beautiful 
children, with rosy cheeks and curled hair, 
presented themselves at the window. A 
neatly dressed lady, of prepossessing man- 
ners, and evident intelligence, greeted me 
with a hearty welcome. This was my friend’s 
cabin ; here was his wife walking now with him 
in the heavenly way, and these his children, 
with the rogy hue, and buoyant life of childish 
innocence marking every feature. Order and 
neatness were written on chair and table, on 
counterpane and curtain. One small room 
was parlor, dining-room, bed-room, kitchen, 
pantry, and all, yet here were true hearts,— 
and though the quietness of their solitude is 
seldom broken by the voice of the stranger, 
—never before by that of the living minister 
—yet, to my great joy, I found the plant of 
piety growing vigorously in theshade of their 
rude abode. From that family altar ascends 
the morning and evening incense of prayer 
and praise, and upon each returning Sabbath 
does my friend uow meet the children of his 
retired neighborhood, and instruct them in 
the things of Jesus. Truly in view of the 
great change here witnessed, we may ex- 
claim, ‘What hath God wrought?” If one 
so far gone in skepticism may now so nobly 
propagate the faith once so despised, may not 
many others also bow to the Prince of Peace, 
and be enlisted in the work of extending the 
knowledge of his name? 


Manitovoe, Wis. M. E. H. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


“Nothing to Live for in This World.” 


HO is licensed to make such an utter- 

ance? Many seem to think they are, 
both saints and sinners ; but no, emphatically 
no. Sach language results from chagrin, dis- 
appointment—in a word, some action of a 
morbid or perverted brain or heart. Espe- 
cially when a Christian presumes to say such 
a thing, it is wrong, all wrong. “Nothing to 
live for?” Have all your talents been taken 
from you? I know a woman who has been 
upon her back for twenty years, yet rejoices 
that she has something to live for, as she 
makes a little garment for the poor, and prays 
for God's blessing upon the receiver. Why the 
Christian has sumething to live for, even in 
tribulation, for he oan glory in them here, 
and in their sanctification he gets a far more 
“rich and an abundant entrance’”—“ all 
things working together for his good.” Cer- 
tainly to attain this higher end in glory is 
worth living for here, just as long as he 
wills, in the most doleful circumstances. 

But to say nothing more, this is certain: 
that as long as there is a tear to be wiped, a 
sinner to be saved, a child to be brought to 
your knee and taught the way of life, there is 
much, very much to live for. 

_ Christian, look out instead of within, up 
instead of down, and then you will sing 
new song. J. B. R. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 
LETTERS TOA YOUNG LADY ABOUT TO TAKE 


Charge of a Class in Sunday-Sehool. 
Letter I1I.—How to Secure Perfect 
Lessons. 


ND now, my dear Mary, about teaching. 
If I mistake not, the aim of Sabbath- 
school instruction should be to communicate, 
enforce, and apply Scripture truth. In order 
to do this, I would make it a rule that each 
one of my class should learn some lesson from 
the Bible, perfectly, to recite every Sabbath. 
One verse well learned, is better than a whole 
chapter recited by prompting. To gain this 
point (of perfect lessons,) may be easy, but 
more likely it will require a great amount 
of patient perseverance. 

If you use a question-book or a text-book 
of any kind in your class, be sure that your 
pupils know how to use it—Aow to learn their 
lessons. See that they know the meaning of 
every word. Words perfectly familiar to 
you, fall upon their ear as unmeaning as if 
they were Greek or Latin. See that they look 
out the definitions to such words at home, 
and then you can make it clear, if necessary, 
by some explanation or illustration. 

If some of your scholars do not seem capa- 
ble of learning as much as the rest, have 
them learn perfectly the first half of each 
lesson, and then by attentively listening to 
the remaining half, as recited by the class, 
they will be prepared to commence the next 
lesson. Sabbath by Sabbath you may stimu- 
tate them to increase the length of their les- 
son, by a question or two, till they find them- 
selves able to learn as much as the rest. A 
point, almost impossible to gain, were the 
dull ones all put in a class together, as we 
have thoughtlessly wished they were, more 
than once. 

There are various methods used among 
teachers for obtaining perfect lessons. To 
children, the giving of cards for a certain 
number of correct recitations, is common, 
and may be well. To older scholars, an ap- 
peal to conscience should be sufficient—but 
itis not always. It might be well to have 
them specify some time when they would not 
be liable to interruption, and would try to 
spend it in study ; and then next Sabbath in- 
quire if they did use that time for learning 
their lesson. A friend of mine requires her 
Gaughter to learn her Sabbath-school lesson 
perfectly before retiring Sabbath night. 

Above all things, be sure you learn the les- 
son yourself. Never hold your Bible open to 
see if the answers are given correctly. Know 
the exact answer, and be prepared to explain 
anything that needs explanation. Acquaint 
yourself with the manners and customs, as 
well as the history, of the nations referred to. 

Prepare for every recitation as elaborately 
as possible. Supply yourself with such re- 
ference books as you can find, and are able 
to purchase. When they fail you, go to your 
pastor, and either consult his library or him- 
self. -Thus you will be acquiring many new 
ideas, and while teaching you will be taught. 
Your scholars, finding that you study the les- 
son, will consider it far more important for 
them to study theirs. E. McR. 





“WILL IT GROW?” 


HIS question was asked a short time ago 
of seed which a man was planting in his 
field 

“ Yes, sir,” said he. 

“How do you know ?” 

““T have three reasons for my opinion : 

“ist. The seed is perfect. 

“2nd. I am planting it well, and at the 
right time. 

“3rd. God will make it grow.” 

Here, thought I, is a lesson for us: yes! for 
you and me, dear Sunday-school teacher. 

There was philosophy, labor, and faith in 
that man. The seed was perfect. He had 
examined, tested, proved, and selected it in 
preference to any other. He had closely ex- 
amined every kernel. 

Dear teacher, you are planting seed. Have 
you examined it carefully ?7—taken each pre- 
cious golden grain and carefully inspected it 
by God’s Holy Spirit, and are you certain you 
are planting tt, and it alone ? 

Many fondly flatter themselves that they 
are sowing this seed day after day, and Sab- 
bath after Sabbath, yet are so little acquaint- 
ed with it, that they can scarcely recognize 
it, or even distinguish it from poor, foul, 
worthless seed. 

God says, “He that soweth to his flesh, 
shall of the fiesh reap corruption; but he 
that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting.” 

What seed are you sowing? 

If you would answer this question fairly 
and honestly, you must be diligent students 
of the word of God. You must know what 
you teach. You must have clear and intelli- 
gent ideas about Scriptural truths yourself, 
before you can impart them to your children. 
You must be able to discriminate between 
things that differ. You must not give strong 
meat to babes that require to be fed with milk. 

Therefore you must prepare your lessons. 
Many teachers go to their classes to expound 
God’s word, who seldom look at their subject 
till they sit down with their scholars. This 
is wrong. A gentleman said to me the other 
day,— 

“T shall never forget the short-coming of 
my Sunday-school teacher in an instance 
that I now call to mind. I was a little boy 
in his class, and one morning, in answer to a 
question, I repeated a text of Scripture. He 
told me that there was no such passage in 
the Bible. I knew there was, for | had com- 
mitted it to memory before I came under in- 
struction. Yet he insisted that no such text 
could be found. He had not studied the les- 
son. It lessened my confidence in him.” 

That teacher certainly sowed distrust in his 
scholar’s mind, if he sowed nothing else. 

You may be sowing the good seed, but are 
you wisely sowing it at the right time? 

Your time is the present moment. God 
impress that on your mind as with a pen of 
iron. What hopes and fears—what joys and 
sorrows—what fearful destizies, hang on this 
present moment! 

Oh! could you only realize that this may 
be the last moment you will ever have to la- 
bor for Christ—that this opportunity would 
be the last you would ever have of sowing 
this precious seed, and that if you did not 
now sow it, the precious souls, lost because 
you lost this moment’s opportunity, would 
come up in the judgment and condemn you— 
how earnest, how careful, how prayerful 
would you be? “Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation.” 

Do you sow it well? Do you break up the 
fallow ground, pick out all the lumps, pull all 
the roots and weeds, dig about so as to find 
the best, mellowest and warmest ground to 
lay the seeds carefully upon, so that they 
may take deep and strowg root; then dig 
about again to find the best soil with which 





to cover it, so that nothing shall be able to 
root it up, or even to oppose its growth? 





Will you that this is hard work ? 

So it is. But what is there in the wide 
world worth having that is acquired without 
hard work? To hear men offer this as an 
objection, we would imagine that they are 
unwilling to engage in any enterprise what- 
ever, unless its accomplishment is just as easy 
as to turn your hand. I confess, for one, 
that I have not much desire to engage in such 
an enterprise as that. Give me something that 
will make a man work, that will rouse him to 
action, that will call forth the energies of his 
soul,anddevelopthepowersofhismind. That 
is what we want; anditis by this kind of work 
that the Sabbath-school is doing the church 
an immense amount of good. There are wea- 
pons that would long have lain rusty, had 
not the Sabbath-school teachers been com- 





felled to employ them in carrying on their 
great work.—Sunday Teacher's Treasury. 
For the Sunday-School Times. 


The Mysteries of Personal Piety. 
BY THE REV. DR. CRANE. 


NE who seems to be greatly dissatisfied 
with the religious life which grows out 
of his own “liberal” theories, complains 
that the evangelical churches teach the rea- 
lity and the necessity of a “mystic expe- 
rience.” Weare not careful to answer him 
in this matter. We know that the wisdom 
of this world is confounded in endeavoring to 
comprehend the deep things of God. Men 
are sometimes almost angry because they 
cannot dissect vital piety, and trace out every 
fibre of spiritual strength, and every nerve of 
pious emotion, as the skillful anatomist cuts 
up @ muscle. If repentance were a mere 
change of outward conduct, and regeneration 
only a mental resolution to obey the ten 
commandments; if Christian joy, were sim- 
ply the hope of another life after death, and 
divine worship but the utterance with cold 
lips, of these hopes and resolves, the whole 
subject they say, would be clear and intelli- 
gible. 

But when we speak of a sorrow for sin, and 
a consciousness of its power, which cause the 
penitent to “know the plague of his own 
heart ;” when we talk of “joy in the Holy 
Ghost,” and “fellowship with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ;’ when we 
tell of the hopes and the fears, the contests 
and the triumphs of the spirit life, all silent 
and unseen, and yet moving the soul as 
nothing else can; the man untaught of God, 
listens as to the confused sounds of an un- 
known tongue. We have no hope of re- 
moving by labored explanations the com- 
plaints made against us. We confess that 
we do teach the reality and the necessity of 
an experience that goes deeper into the heart 
than all else, and infuses into the soul the 
elements of a life before unknown. Moreover, 
true reason declares, that what men call the 
“mystic experience” of the Christian, is an- 
tecedentl ble and probable. 

Itisr le to suppose, previous to expe- 
rience, the vital religion has connected with it an 
emotional element, deep, rich and peculiar. 

Even our sensational life is divided into 
departments, severally separate and peculiar. 
No human language can explain the myste- 
ries of light and vision to one who has 
never beheld the day. If a man has been 
deaf from his birth, you may teach him the 
meaning of words, so that he will understand 
much that you write upon his slate; and he 
will write intelligent and even acute replies ; 
but there is one whole class of ideas which 
you never can convey to him. You may pen 
words descriptive of sounds; you may dis- 
cuss chords and scales, melody and harmony, 
and he may learn the words, but they are 
to him absolutely meaningless, mere blank 
spaces in the written line. If a man has never 
tasted a peach, you cannot tell him the pre- 
cise flavor of the fruit, no matter to what ex- 
tent you multiply words. 

The same principle can be illustrated from 
the laws of our emotions. When we stand 
upon the brow of the mountain, and look 
down upon the wide expanse of hill and 
valley, and river, forest and meadow, spread 
out like a map at our feet, it creates an emo- 
tion which we can obtain nowhere else; an 
emotion which no power of language, no 
marshalling of words and phrases, will con- 
vey to one who has never seen a hill, or as- 
cended a tower. No man comprehends the 
joys of friendship, till he feels that he has a 
friend. The mother never knew the deep 
tenderness of her own nature, till she held 
her first-born in her arms. The old fable 
tells us that music was unknown among men, 
till Apollo, walking upon the sea-shore, struck 
his foot carelessly against an empty shell, 
which sent forth a melodious sound, and thus 
suggested the invention of the lyre. 

ife is but a journey along the shore of an 
ocean of mystery, and we at every step find 
that which, raised to the ear, hymns a new 
and strange ‘song of the deep whence it came. 
Every part of our varying lives has its own 
history, an ideal and emotional experience, 
peculiar and inseparable; and we every day 
learn what we never before knew, and feel 
what we never before felt. The commonest 
and most trivial, and the most important 
events, alike illustrate this. A loss or a gain 
in business, the hearing of a pathetic or 
mirthful story, an act of kindness done to us 
by another, or by us to another, the budding 
of a new worldly hope, or the intrusion of a 
new worldly fear, the formation of a new 
attachment, or the commencement of a new 
relation, all move the heart, each in its de- 
gree and in its own way. 

Is it then a marvellous thing, that to be- 
come an heir of God and a “ partaker of the 
divine nature,” to receive into the soul the 
“power of the Holy Ghost,” to “taste the 
heavenly gift,” the “ good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come,” should 
open @ new mine of experience, and begin a 
new era in the inner history? Ifa thousand 
things in our daily life produce each an im- 
pression of its own, and in its own way, is it 
wonderful that the religious life should have 
joined with it spiritual results and impres- 
sions peculiar to itself? The complaint that 
religion has its “mysteries” is as false in 
philosophy as it is in theology. It ia per- 
fectly able to supp that genuine piety 
which enlightens and purifies, and exalts 
man to fellowship with God, includes ele- 
ments which cannot be comprehended fully 
and clearly, till experience shall teach their 
nature. The words which describe these 
living elements are indeed upon every tongue, 
but all words are powerless, save to those 
initiated into the realities of which they are 
descriptive. 














Every mora! truth we make our own in 
this world, by the practical appropriation of 
it, contains innumerable particular truths, to 
be developed in eternity; a development 
which it will take an eternity to accomplish 





As many @ man loses the sight of a city 
when he comes near to it, so many a choice 
soul loses the sight of heaven even when it is 





nearest to heaven. 


Boston Depository, 141 Washington St. =» 
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For the Sunday-School Times: 


ANOTHER LAMB TAKEN. 

S a deeply interested reader of 
valuable journal, I have 
ublication of the following narrative of 

the illness and death of a little wy Uo 

cious lamb of the flock, might be of 
encouragement to Sabbath-school teachers 
and parents, who are seeki instil 
saving truths of that blessed gospel into 
tender hearts of the little ones. 
what we are quite apt to forget, that 
very little ch n may be led to the 

Jesus, and may become the subjects of his 

saving grace. The great truths which Christ 

came to reveal are very simple, easily a 

ciated and believed by the lowest capacity ; 

indeed, we can learn them, and rest upon them, 


and enjoy their fi when we 
come down out of our natural pride of un- 
derstanding, and receive them in the spirit 


“he on Mes Diptheria, which 
he terrible scourge of 

has swept off so many children 

our land, and clad so many parents inmourn~ 
ing, seized little H. about a month bi 
and in « few days he fell its victim. Five 
weeks before, his little brother, younger than 
himself, had sickened and died of same 
disease. Little H. saw him suffer, and w 

ed with painful interest the course of 
disease, until it terminated fatally. His li 
playmate was gone, and his toys had no longer 
any charm for him. In vain did his 

try to soothe him, by telling him that his little 
companion had gone to the loving Saviour’s 
bosom, where he could suffer no more, 
would sit sometimes among his toys ir si- 
lence, as if thinking, as he doubtless was, of 
his ee who had done with toys., Alas, 
his heart-broken parents little dreamed that 
he, too, was soon to lay them aside for ever. 
When taken sick, he said, “I am sick—like 
him, too, I shall die.” So long as his parents 
could hope, they tried to cheer him, but on the 
fourth day they saw that all hope was gone, 
and their last precious one was dying. Little 
H. seemed to realize it, and said to his father, 
“Papa, am I dying?” His father said, “ Yes, 
my son.” Inst of showing any alarm, he 
sweetly turned to his father to comfort him, 
and said, ‘Well, papa, don’t you mind it; you 
know if I should live to be a man, I must die 
sometime, and now I shall go to that beauti- 
ful land where my little brother is, and T 
shall see him, so don’t cry for me.” His 
father said, ‘‘ Could you say your little prayer 
once more?’ With feeble voice, but letinet 
articulation, he repeated slowly the Lord’s 
prayer; then, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep,” 
&c., and having finished that sweet little prayer, 
and with a child’s unquestioning faith, com- 
mitted his soul to the precious Saviour, he 
calmly bid. each member of the family good- 
bye, one by one. Then the struggles of the 
last agony came on, and very soon he was 
gone, Had he lived a few weeks longer, he 
would have been eight years old. * 
precious thought it is to console these weep~ 
ing parents in their bereavement, that their 
little darling has been taken from them by 
a loving Saviour, and that he is for ever re- 
moved from sin and suffering, to be hence- 
forth a seraph in glory. May the same tender: 
shepherd who has taken their precious lamb in 
his bosom, draw them nearer and nearer to. 
himeelf, in faith and love, in their lonely jour- 
ney here, and reunite them at last beyond the 
Jordan of death with the dear ones who have 
only gone before. 

Happy, thrice happy, will it be for us all if 
when God calls us, we can lie down as calmly 
in the faith of Jesus and the resurrection, as. 
did this brave little fellow. M. 





For the Sunday-School Timer . 
ON THE LORD'S SIDE, 


I HAVE read with much interest, the articles 
recently published in the 7imes, entitled 
“Mistaken Professors.” That there are 
sadly deceived in the company of G@ 
people, there can be no doubt, They need 
our sympathy and prayers. If they seek ear- 
nestly for the help of the Saviour, his grace 
is promised them, and will be freely granted. 
Perhaps, though walking under a cloud, their 
names have already been engraven on the 
Lamb’s book of life. Sometimes itis Gods 
will that his chosen ones should mourn the 
hiding of his face, that by their experience of 
sorrow and gloom, they may better be pre- 
pared to do a great and good work for him. 
Who shall so tenderly comfort the distressed, 
as they who have come through trial and 
sorrow themselves, 

There is another class, who need the pity 
and the prayers of Christians, I think equally 
with the former. I mean the great company 
of timid ones, who having found as they 
trust peace in believing, yet linger upon the 
threshold of the church, not dari openly 
to profess the name of Christ, few 
these are held back by fears of the world— ‘ 
of what companions and friends will say— ' 
many alas! by the inconsistent conduct of 
those already numbered in the sacramenta} 
host, many more by fears that they are not 
ready to join the army of Jesus. There are 
those in our Bible classes, whose influence . 
for the Saviour ought at once to be throwm 
into the conflict—yet who dare not trust the 
evidences which they feel, that they are born 
again. There are some among the earnest 
band, who toil so faithfally for the children’s 
weal in our Sunday-schools, who. long to be 
numbered openly with the flock, yet who. 
linger away. There are some, who have- 
gone on for years ministering to the happi- 
ness of others, at home and abroad, who have 
seen the friends of their youth happy in the 
fold of Christ, who have ed their 
ones, in the sweet hope that at the last day. 
they should rise again, and who sti stand 
irresolute, fearing to enter the hallowed circle 
of the children of God. 

The Bible is full of encouragement to these.’ 
Christ has promised to confess before his- 
Father and the angels, those who dare 
confess him before men. He will gently lead 
those who are weak. They shall be the 
Shepherd’s especial care. He knows how to- 
Is it mot their duty to« 
throw aside all fear, and unite with the fol- 
lowers of the cross? When 
passed with many perils, halted on the 
beaten shores of the Red fearing 
fate before them, even more the fate © 
behind, was not the divine command ex~- 
pressed in two words, “ Go forward.” 

Forward then, should be the divine watch- 
word. No longer timid, no longer irresolute, but: 
strong in the Lord, a vast company, who now: 
lose many privileges, who are g 
many joys, and who ought to be on 
Lord’s side, would be numbered in this mi- 
litant church below, and have a right through 
redeeming love, to enter upon their rest, when. 
conflicts are over. M. B. M. 
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Ir was 8 sweet sayigg of one, “As what 1 
have, if offered to thee, pleaseth thee not, O- 
Lord, without myself; so the geod things we 
have from thee, though they may refresh us, 





yet they cannot satisfy us without thyself. 
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over country would make 


scarcely visible to the eye, 

maart fecu te when driven by 

wind into a single heap. The shower, 
which descending upon the plain barely 
of the tender grass and dis- 
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case than in the other. But the appearance 
it makes is widely different. That which ag- 
gregated into a mass, makes a great show, 
‘attracts little or no attention, when spread 
out over a wide district. 

Is it not possible that something of this sort 
may be true, as it regards the comparative 
wickedness of town and country? May there 
not be in the country just as much vice and 
irreligion, in proportion to the population, 
ag there is in the city, only that in the coun- 
‘try the evil is spread out into a wider and 
thinner layer? 

These queries have been suggested by some 
rather remarkable developments lately made 
in the good old State of Connecticut. Our 
Btate there, H. ©. Trumbull, 
‘Bsq., in his annual report last year, made 
some statements in regard to the amount 
of religious destitution, even in that “land 
of steady habits,” which fairly woke up 
‘the good Christian people of the common- 
wealth. Few men are more generally known 
throughout the State than Mr, Trumbull. 
He is known, too, to combine in a rare degree 
the commonly opposite qualities of an ener- 
getic, earnest enthusiasm, with minute care- 
fulness and exactness of detail, both in what 
he does and what he says. Still, with all 
‘the implicit confidence with which the Chris- 
tian people of the commonwealth had been 
accustomed, and were disposed, to receive 
Mr, Trumbull’s statements, it seemed hardly 
credible that there could be as great a desti- 
tution as his figures seemed to imply. 

At the next meeting of the General Associa- 
tion of the Congregational ministers of the 
State, a special committee was appointed, with 
the Rev. L. W. Bacon, of Litchfield at its head, 
“for the purpose of collecting in a reliable 
form, facts bearing upon the religious desti- 
tution of the State, both in the cities and in 
the country.” This exploration has been 
going on for some time past. Fifteen paid 
canvassers were employed, besides such vol- 
untary assistance as could be procured. The 
results have been given in a report just 
presented to the General Association, at its 
late meeting in Rockville. 

This Report more than sustains the state- 
ments of Mr. Trumbull. It presents also 
many salient points that deserve serious con- 
sideration. The only one which we propose 
to notice at this time is that relating to the 
comparative religious destitutions of town 
and country. On this point the Report con- 
tains some statements of facts which cannot 
but set people to thinking. It is evident, 
from the figures here presented, that all the 
irreligion, vice and degradation of the com- 
munity are not confined to cities and manufac- 
turing towns, but that the small villages, the 
rural districts, the secluded and scattered 
communities, are in many cases in a worse 
condition, morally and religiously, than even 
the large cities. For instance, in Hartford 
county, one town containing “a scattered, 
farming population,” is reported as “a pretty 
* hard’ town, and missionary labor would not 
be out of place in either of the four districts.” 
Forty-one per cent. of the families of this 
town are habitual non-attendants at the sanc- 
tuary. With a population of more than 800, 
less than 200 are entered in the “aggregate 
ordinary congregations.” 

Of another town in the same county, where 
“a large proportion are engaged in agricul- 
ture, mostly Americans,” it is said that in one 
district “there are 110 children on the school 
list, of whom not more than 20 attend 
Sabbath-school. This is the most aban- 
doned portion of the town, where most 
wickedness stalks abroad. Sunday they in- 
vite one another to go to the ‘Universal 
church,’ as they call it—take their rods and 
go up to the ‘Dace Hole,’ and fish and play 
bluff all day. Dissipation prevails to a great 
extent, and consequent suffering.” 

In Tolland county, one town with “ agri- 
culture the chief pursuit,” shows forty-six 
per cent. of the families habitual non-church 
goers. 

A town in Windham county, containing 
“ strictly a farming community,” shows thirty- 
eight per cent. of these heathen families. 
Another “ farming town, very thinly peopled,” 
has forty-one per cent. of the same class of 
families. 

From a town in Fairfield county, where 
“the people are mostly farmers,” comes the 
story of a district known as “ Devil’s Den,” 
‘+a Sodom without a Lot—not a soul is re- 
ported as attending church regularly. This 
district, with the upper Parish, and Egypt, or 
the Forge, is in a most deplorable condition, 
morally and religiously.” 

There are other points in this admirable 
Report to which we shall have occasion to 
refer hereafter. All who know anything of 
the acute and energetic chairman of the 
Committee of exploration, know that he is 
nota man who is accustomed to “beat the 
air.” He has directed the aims of the Com- 
“mittee towards tangible facts and practical 
issues, not at quibbles and abstractions; and 
great good, we are confident, will grow out 
of the whole movement. 


EE 
A Sad Bereavement. 
UR esteemed correspondent Gleaner, of 
Hartford, Connecticut, sends us the fol- 


Plymouth, only son and 
last surviving child of the venerable and 
Rev. Dr. Hawes, of this city. He was kicked 
severely by a horse on Friday last, and died 


es bein 







tnal, were not at first known 
@ his father was not 


having been previously su 


his side in the closing hours of 


ed, was by 
his life. 

“Mr, Hawes was pastor of the First Con- 
gregational church in Plymouth, was a young 
man of promise, beloved by his 
- sami’ bap people, by @ large circle of 
friends elsewhere, and respected and esteem- 
ed by an extensive acquaintance throughout 
the His sudden decease under so try- 

casts a gloom over two 
communities, saddening many hearts which 
beat in sympathy with the deeply afflicted 
parents, whose only daughter, (Mrs. Van 
Lennep,) was laid some years since, in a 
lonely grave by the Bosphorus, and who have 
now no child to cheer and comfort them in 
their declining age. But they have the com- 
forting assurance, that their children have 
only gone home before them, and that they 
may go to their children, even though their 
children may not return to them. 

“Funeral services were held in the church 
at Plymouth on Tuesday of last week. The 
remains were then brought to this city, and 
taken on Wednesday morning to the Centre 
church, which was crowded with a sympa- 
thizing audience. The Rev. Mr. Burton, of 
this city, read appropriate selections from 
Scripture, the Rev. Dr. Spring, of East Hart- 
ford, offered an impressive prayer, and the 
Rev. Messrs. Webber, of Hartford, Monteith, 
of Terryville, and Averill, of Plymouth-Hol- 
low, made brief addresses, speaking in tender 
terms of the lovely character of the deceased, 
eulogizing the memory of his brief and useful 
life, giving cheering evidence of his bright 
unclouded hope in Christ to the close of his 
struggle with sin and death, and uttering 
comforting words to those who are bereaved 
by his triumphant entrance into a world of 
holiness and rest. 

“Tt was truly said by Mr. Montieth that this 
startling providence preaches such another 
sermon to all, especially to those in the 
church, and in the ministry, as was preached 
in the death of Dudley A. Tyng, and A. King- 
man Nott. May it be heard and heeded, and 
blessed of God to many precious souls.” 

LL 
Punctuality. 
UNCTUALITY consists in a scrupulous 
fulfillment of all our engagements in their 

appropriate season. It implies a contract, 
either express or tacit, between two parties, 
in virtue of which each promises to do a cer- 
tain thing at a specific time. In reference to 
the Sabbath-school teacher such a contract 
may be supposed to exist. He himself con- 
stitutes one party, and the superintendent, 
teachers, and scholars of the school in which 
he teaches, form the other. Indeed, these are 
not the only persons with whom he enters 
into an agreement. We may expand our ideas 
on this point, and consider him as making an 
appointment with the whole church, with so- 
ciety, and even with Christ himself, and as 
engaging faithfully to discharge all his duties 
as a teacher in their allotted time. The car- 
dinal ingredient of punctuality is exactness in 
regard to time. The punctual Sabbath-school 
teacher, therefore, is not only present in the 
school every Sabbath, as far as possible, but 
he is there in due time, that is, before the 
commencement of the regular exercises of the 
school. 
Punctuality, if not one of the most splen- 
did, is certainly one of the most useful vir- 
tues. It is indisp bly y for the 
correct transaction of almost every descrip- 
tion of business, and the want of it occa- 
sions, in thousands of instances, a sad waste 
of time, and a severe trial of patience and 
temper. The punctual man inspires general 
confidence and respect. It is really pleasant 
to have business relations with such an indi- 
vidual. Moreover, the quality must be re- 
garded as in a high degree ornamental to the 
character of him who exhibits it, and as 
affording a pretty good guarantee of the pos- 
session of other traits equally valuable and 
amiable. Punctuality was a well-known 
characteristic of our own illustrious Washing- 
ton, and was undoubtedly one of the elements 
of his greatness, and one of the means which 
enabled him to attain the brilliant position 
which he occupied before the world. 
To the Sabbath-school teacher punctuality 
is of unspeakable importance. It is indeed 
one of his main stays. He need not expect 
to accomplish anything worth mentioning 
without it. The want of it will effectually 
neutralize all his exertions. He will not only 
fail to do good, but he will do positive 
harm. He will show that he is destitute of 
an important virtue—a virtue so valuable and 
beautiful that it may be assigned no mean 
place among the Christian graces. A defi- 
ciency in this particular will be apt to induce 
in other minds the impression, which it will 
probably not take a long time to verify, that 
other important qualities which enter into 
the composition of a good Sabbath-school 
teacher, are also lacking. He will hold up a 
bad example to his scholars. While they will 
lose respect for his character, they will 
promptly learn to imitate the bad model 
placed before them. They will become irre- 
gular in their attendance, and in all proba- 
bility will soon cease to come to school at all. 
The habit will grow upon him, paralyzing all 
his powers of usefulness, while the superin- 
tendent and his fellow-teachers will feel dis- 
couraged, and the interests of the school will 
receive incalculable injury. 

There is a bad practice which we deem it 
our duty to animadvert upon, and perhaps no 
more fitting opportunity for doing so could 
be found than the present. We allude to the 
custom, on the part of many teachers, of re- 
tiring from the school before the completion 
of its exercises. It must be evident to every 
one that it is the duty of the teacher to re- 
main with his class until the school is regu- 
larly dismissed. This is necessary for the 
purposes of supervision and instruction, as well 
as in the way of example. Children, especially 
those who are quite young, require watching 
during the whole session of the school, to 
prevent them from becoming ill-behaved and 
noisy, and thus disturbing the other teachers 








lowing sad intelligence. It was intended 
for last week’s paper, but did not reach us 
till after the paper had gone to press. 

“Our community has “been shocked by in- 


andscholars. The whole time, too, is quite short 
enough to be entirely filled up with instruc- 
tion. Besides, if the teacher leaves the room 


before the close of the exercises, he need not be 


other classes, doing the same thing. We do 
hope the wretched practice will bé abandoned, 
for it tends only to confusion and disorder. 
A word or two of friendly admonition to 
parents be imp . Fathers and 
greatly to 





smooth e path of the 
conseienti ool teacher. You 
‘ean do this, i “measure, by securing 
punctual a’ ce at school, on the part of 


your children. Require them to be present 
there on every Sabbath, unless there is a rea- 
sonable excuse for absence, and to be present 
likewise before the begianing of the usual 
exercises of the school. Teach them, if you 
can, to love the Sabbath-school, and their 
teachers, and you will do much to make the 
place and its duties pleasant to all concerned. 
They will love to be there, and God will be in 
the midst of them, and the sweet influences of 
his Spirit will hallow the spot, making them 
to feel that it is indeed “ quite on the verge of 
heaven.” 
La iedinatintgitneen 
Responses. 
UR Treasurer has received divers anony- 
mous responses to the appeal of our 
Secretary of Missions, for funds with which 
to supply destitute Sunday-schools with 
books. He mentions $50 from Germantown, 
$20 from New York, from “One who has 
freely received,” $10 from “An old friend of the 
American Sunday-School Union,” Wilming- 
ton, Del., $5 from “A member of the old 
Pine street church, Philadelphia,” and $5 
from another person, residence unknown. 
Beside these anonymous contributions, nu- 
merous responses have been received from 
churches, Sunday-schools, and individuals. 
A benevolent lady in the State of New York 
sends $100 ; and a gentleman in New England 
also sends $100, and intimates that he knows 
but little of our society or its work, except as 
he has learned it through the columns of the 
Sunday-School Times. 

We would add, also, in this connection, that 
the appeals of brothers Chidlaw and Corey, 
which we published, have met with numerous 
warm and generous responses. 

It is a matter of rejoicing and encourage- 
ment, and of devout thankfulness to God, to 
record such instances of spontaneous bene- 
faction. They show that the cause of Christ’s 
little ones is dear to the heart of his people. 
Help comes also frequently at the very time 
when it is most needed, and often from sources 
entirely unknown and unexpected. 

While speaking thus gratefully of the re- 
sponse so far given to the appeal of our Sec- 
retary of Missions, we would do a great 
wrong to the many destitute schools whose 
cause he pleads, were we to give the impres- 
sion that all has been received that is needed. 
Five-fold more is needed to supply the press- 
ing calls that are daily presented. July and 
August are literally the harvest time to our 
cause. Ourmissionaries are now allin the field. 
Every mission-school they organize requires 
moreor less assistancein the way of books and 
Sunday-school requisites. A dollar now is 
worth two dollars at some other time. Let 
others, then, follow the example of those record- 
ed above, and let not the labors of those devot- 
edmen who are now out in our western borders, 
gathering in the neglected children, be em- 
barrassed or hindered, or rendered fruitless, 
for the want of a little timely assistance. 





A Corresronpent from Columbus, Uhio, 
sends us the following interesting item of in- 
formation :— 

The new edifice of the Second Presbyterian 
church (N.8.), in Columbus, Ohio, was dedi- 
cated on Sabbath morning, July 1. Sermon 
by the pastor, E. D. Morris, from 1 Kings, 
ix., 3. In the afternoon the Lord’s Supper was 
celebrated in a very impressive service, at- 
tended, on special invitation, by the members 
of the Congregational church, (a colony from 
this,) and also by the other two Presbyterian 
churches, (0. 8.) 





New York Stare Scunpay-Scwoot Teacu- 
urs’ Convention.—The Sunday-school teach- 
ers of New York State, will hold their fifth 
annual Convention, in the Second Dutch Re- 
formed church of Schenectady, on Tuesday, 
August 7, at 4 o’clock, P. M., to continue 
through three days. 

Persons intending to attend as delegates, 
can be provided with entertainment by giv- 
ing their names to Mr. A. J. Thompson, 
Schenectady, chairman of the committee. 

We have received the first two numbers of 
a new monthly paper, called the “Sunday- 
School Teachers’ Journal,” published by the 
Methodist Book Concern in New York. It is 
in able editorial hands, and will no doubt 
be largely patronized by the denomination. 
We hope it may be the means of great good 
to the Sunday-school cause. 





Ws have received for Chloe Lankton, $3 20, 
from Julia, Katy and Edith. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


LONDON, Jane 30, 1860. 

N my last I promised to give you some account 

of the operations of the “Bible women,” in 
London. This is a very remarkable movement, 
one admirably adapted to the circumstances of 
this great city, and one which has increased and 
extended in a most extraordinary manner. 
Nothing could be more simple and unpretending 
in its commencement. 
About three years since, a lady of devoted piety 
and wonderful self-consecration came up to Lon- 
don from the country, where she had been very 
actively engaged in promoting the circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures. With a friend familiar with 
the localities, she took a walk of observation or 
exploration in London, through what is called St. 
Giles, around the Seven Dials, where as many 
ways meet. This was regarded as one of the 
most degraded and destitute portions of London, 
being inhabited mostly by gin-shop keepers, old 
clothes men, tailors, hatters, bird stuffers, dog’s 
meat men, crossing sweepers, costermongers, 
street dealers in fruit and flowers, patterers, 
chanters, song sellers, sweeps, knife grinders and 
doormat makers, with many professed thieves and 
the vile of both sexes, and some poor but honest 
laborers. While passing through, and threading 
her way along one of the seven narrow streets, 
where it would have been utterly unsafe for any 
lady to pass without a protector, seeing the street 
filled with loiterers and loungers, and lazy, dirty 
women, and ragged sallow children, and haggard” 
forms peering out from broken, dingy windows 
above, with undeniable groups of thieves linger- 
ing around the gin-shops; the question rose in 














telligence of the sudden death of the Rev. 


surprised to find his own scholars, and those of 





her mind how far these wretched people would be 
found to be supplied with the Bible, and she at 





once determined to ascertain whether they were 
supplied. She called on the city missionary for 
that district, to know whether he was acquainted 
with any good poor woman who could be trusted 
to-go as the paid agent of the Bible Society, with 
a bag of Bibles, into every room in those almost 
countless courts and alleys. ’ 

In a very remarkable manner Providence had 
already provided an admirably adapted agent 
for this very work. A very poor woman, and 
very ignorant of God and spiritual things, resided 
in one of those courts. She had been sorely tried 
by poverty and by suffering, having been obliged 
to go to the hospital more than once, an intense 
sufferer under a painful bodily disease. The mis- 
sionary opened a stall one evening to lend books 
to any of the poor who desired, but this woman 
was first at the stall, intending to borrow “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin.” Something seemed to whisper 
to her, “No; borrow a Bible.” She asked for one. 
The missionary told her he did not lend Bibles, 
but regarding the request as a token for good, he 
got oneand lent itto her. God blest its reading to 
her soul, and she soon became, under the teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, an humble, devoted child 
of God, longing to do something to benefit the 
poor and the destitute around her. Though she 
depended on her daily labor for her bread, she 
wrote a very remarkable letter to the missionary, 
telling him she would gladly spend two or three 
hours every day in ministering to the poor and 
wretched, who had none to help them, especially 
to the lost and degraded of her own sex, whom, 
from their vicious lives, no tenderly reared female 
would be likely to approach, and asking as a 
favor that he would let her know the most sad 
and suffering cases he found. The missionary 
had this letter in his pocket when the lady called 
on him to know whether he could name to her a 
suitable woman to engage in the proposed Bible 
exploration. He named this poor woman, and 
gave the lady her letter. After an interview 
with her, and after much earnest prayer on her 
part, and with great distrust of herself, and in a 
better strength than her own, this poor woman, 
set out with her little bag full of Bibles furnished 
her by the British and Foreign Bible Society, who 
also engaged to pay her a weekly sum of twelve 
shillings and sixpence, or three dollars. 

A kind Christian woman in the vicinity of the 
locality agreed to become a sort of superintendent 
of this poor woman, to whom she was to report 
almost daily, and on whom she was to call for 
advice and instruction. Her instructions were to 
visit every abode to which she could gain access, 
and where they had no Bible, induce them, if 
possible to subscribe for one, to be paid for by 
giving one penny per week, for which she would 
call weekly. The wickedness, the degradation, 
the poverty, the wretchedness, the deplorable ig- 
norance of everything, especially of divine things, 
which her visits soon developed, were absolutely 
appalling. In very rare cases was there found a 
single copy of the Bible; in a few cases torn 
portions of it were yet found in the possession of 
some who, in early life, had known something of 
the sacred pages; but the great majority neither 
knew nor cared anything about the Bible, and were 
almost as ignorant of spiritual things as they are 
in China or Japan. It is indeed most extraordi- 
nary that this great Christian city, with so much 
piety, so much benevolence, so much wealth, 
whose inhabitants are sending Bibles and mis- 
sionaries to every part of the habitable globe, 
should have had living and dying in their very 
midst, not hundreds, but tens of thousands of 
their own people, generation after generation, and 
no adequate effort made to reach them. 

The Christians of London will compass sea and 
land to carry the Bible and the gospel to the 
savage Kaffir and the debased Hottentot, but 
until now seem not to have heard the affecting 
appeal made by the destitutions of their own 
metropolis. St. Giles is not ten minutes’ walk 
from the great depository of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. How then can we account 
for the deplorable destitutions of the Bible brought 
to light by the Bible women? But perhaps while 
I thus write I am equally criminating my own 
country. There may be proportionally just as 
great destitution in our own large cities in the 
States, and just as near our Bible depots, though 
I confidently believe there is not. 

Though Vuriva, for that was the name of this 
devoted Bible woman, found many Roman Catho- 
lies in her explorations, and much opposition in 
many cases, yet she humbly and meekly perse- 
vered, and in the midst of the most squalid 
poverty, and even want, she soon obtained nume- 
rous subscribers for the Bible. While she had 
Bibles at various prices, the most popular was one 
with large print, sold for sixty cents American 
money. Her visits, often repeated, soon began to 
produce an impression. She labored to induce 
the poor to try and help themselves and their 
children, and to make their rooms clean. To do 
this she even helped them with her own hands. 
She invited the women to her room, where she 
would encourage them to cleanliness, read to 
them, prayed with them, and even invited them 
to tea with her. With the aid of her lady super- 
intendent, she procured materials for garments 
for the children and for themselves, established 
mothers’ meetings, and got them to meet her, at 
least as many as could, one afternoon in the week, 
when she would furnish the materials for gar- 
ments, cut them out, arrange them, furnish every- 
thing, and show the women how te make them; 
then gave them an opportunity to buy them at 
half price, by paying a penny or a ha’penny per 
week. Thus an ambition and desire to improve 
spread among them, and many were induced to 
save from the gin-shop their little earnings to buy 
their Bibles and buy clothing. Arrangements 
were soon made by which a small payment weekly 
secured for them beds on which they could sleep 
instead of on the filthy rags and straw to which 
they had been accustomed. In every respect the 
change was soon most extraordinary; and that 
poor godly woman, in the midst of her own deep 
poverty, almost revolutionized St. Giles. In her 
first month alone she obtained seventy subscribers 
for the Bible. 

The lady through whose agency this Bible mis- 
sion was thus commenced is Mrs. L. N. Ranyard, 
a woman of most extraordinary executive powers 
and endurance—almost capable of being the 
Prime Minister of England. Nearly simulta- 
neously with the commencement of Marian’s 
labors this lady commenced the publication of a 
monthly magazine called “The Book and its 
Mission.” In this magazine detailed reports of 
the work among the poor were made from month 
to month, and led to the planting of similar 
agencies in other parts of London. Well qualified 
poor women, from the very lowest of the low, 
were raised up to offer themselves for the work in 
the most wretched districts; and pious, godly 
ladies were found in every place, willing to take 
the superintendence of the “Bible women ;” and 
though no society was formed, and net an appeal 
made to the benevolent for funds, yet the monthly 
circulation in Mrs. Ranyard’s “Book and its 
Mission” of the reports ef what their poor 
women were doing, and the developments they 
were making, brought to her all the funds she 
could employ. So touching were the simple de- 
tails given by these poor women, that it was 
scarcely possible for any Christian man or woman 
to read them without instantly sending a donation 
to that noble woman who had the management of 
the whole. The demand for the information con- 
tained in “The Book and its Mission” was so 
great that Mrs. Ranyard was induced to collect 
together the most interesting details in that work, 





and publish them in a separate volume, called 
“The Missing Link,” which I believe has been 





republished in Philadelphia. It is a most in- 
tensely interesting little volume, and to your 
readers who have not seen it I very earnestly 
commend it. I think it was republished either 








We have no doubt it is well, and even neces- 
sary, for some people go to the country during a 
few weeks of the hot months, but i€ they are 





by the Messrs. Martien or the Messrs. Carter. 
Some 15,000 I understand have already been sold 
here, and there is searcely a reader of this volume 
who fails to send his or her donation to help on 
the good work before they lay down the volume. 
I notice the receipts for one month, as acknow- 
ledged in the June number of “ The Book and its 
Mission,” for 1860, now before me, amount to 
$2,500, besides a very considerable amount of 
clothing, and materials for making clothes at the 
mothers’ meetings. 

All these funds are intrusted to the sole manage- 
ment of Mrs. Ranyard. She has now one hun- 
dred Bible women at work, laboriously and faith- 
fully, in the most destitute parts of the city, and 
she manages everything herself, with the aid of 
her local superintendents; keeps all her accounts 
of receipts and payments; makes her bank depo- 
sits daily; does all her own corr dence: 


of a church, why not go quietly, and 
not infect others?) ‘Ifithey shave a class ‘tn the 
Sunday-sehool, why not quietly look up a sub- 
stitute, and whisper it in the ear of the super- 
intendent, and then leave? We know of young 
people arranging their stay in the country with 
reference to their Sunday-school duties : that is, 
one teacher will be absent in July, and the other 
in August, and their classes will be joined in the 
meantime under the teachers remaining in the 
city. In our remote mission-schools this course 
is often taken. So when the superintendent must 
needs be absent, the assistant takes his place, and 
on his return the assistant can leave, and the 
school be sustained. “ Where there is a will, 
there is away.” In no place is this more entirely 
true than in the Sunday-school. 

On calling at the Methodist Episcopal book- 
rooms, in Mulberry street, last week, I found the first 





acknowledges all donations ; answers all inquiries; 
and edits her monthly journal. She is an extra- 
ordinary woman. Her husband, indeed, is a man 
like minded with herself, and greatly aids ber in 
many things. But after all, a minister of state, 
entrusted with a portfolio, scarcely does more 
than this blessed woman. I do not know 
the average monthly sale of Bibles by all these 
women, but it is very great, and will no doubt 
this year reach an aggregate of 30,000 copies. 
If each one disposes of but a single copy each 
day, it will be more than this, and who can 
measure the bappy results for time and eternity 
which must accompany this large circulation of 
the blessed volume. No agency has ever before 
penetrated the lowest depths of London degrada- 
tion and want, and no agency ever employed 
seems to be so admirably adapted, or to have been 
so signally blessed of God. Here is seen the true 
missionary woman. Here are poor women, as 
poor as many they visit, rescued and saved by 
divine grace, going among the wretched operatives 
to tell them of Jesus’ dying love, with the Book of 
God in their hand, reading to them from its sacred 
pages, sympathizing with them in their sorrows 
and trials, teaching them to make home happy, 
encouraging them and helping them. A lady 
who would go among them would have no such 
influence; they would stand aloof from her; but 
this poor woman knows all their feelings, and she 
exerts an influence which no other one could 
exert. And though she may sometimes encounter 
the veriest fiends and viragos in human shape, 
yet the Bible woman and her black bag will fur- 
nish a safe passage now in any lane or alley for 
her lady superintendent or any other visitor. She 
has a de‘ender in the roughest man in the avenue 
through which she passes, I suppose the trans- 
formations at the Five Points, in New York, 
under Mr. Pease, are something like the trans- 
formations taking place under the Bible women 
now all over London. But while these women 
are accomplishing great things in the temporal 
benefits they are conferring on the suffering poor, 
searching out cases of starvation and want, which 
really are counted in this city by the thousand, 
relieving at once the most distressing cases, and 
so reporting others that relief is secured from 
other quarters, eternity alone can disclose the 
saving blessings resulting from their labors. 

Many cases of hopeful conversion are occurring 
from week to week, on the simple reading of Giod’s 
holy Word, without any agency of the Bible wo- 
men; and there are other interesting cases where 
God greatly blesses the conversation and prayers of 
these good women for the awakening of the care- 
less and the instruction of the ignorant, leading 
them, through their instrumentality and that of 
the Word read and explained, to our Lord Christ. 
The spiritual benefit of the poor is, however, the 
great object kept constantly in view by the Bible 
women ; all the other benefits, great and important 
as they really are, are only incidental. But I 
may recur to this subject again, as it is one of 
great magnitude and of the deepest interest. If 
suitable poor women are found, it will not be long 
before five hundred Bible women will be at work 
in London. 

There is one thing connected with these ope- 
rations which I cannot approve, that is the 
refusal in all cases, I believe, at least with the 
rarest exceptions, to give the Bible. The poor 
must buy it and pay for it or they cannot have it. 
Now as a general rule this may be very well. 
Multitudes of the poor might save from their 
scanty earnings what would buy a Bible, if they 
would deny themselves a little. They might save 
it from the gin-shop, and in most cases they will 
value more that which cost them something, and 
which they exercised some self-denial in order to 
procure, and to teach the poor how to help them- 
selves, is really one of the best ways of helping 
them. But wher multitudes and thousands are, 
by sickness or want of employment, reduced to 
the very point of starvation, some actually starv- 
ing to death gradually—children absolutely naked 
as when they were born—how can they buy a Bible? 
How ean they save their penny a week? Alas! 
they have no pennies—they cannot buy the bread 
for starving children. Now when such people are 
found without a Bible, and not only willing but 
anxious to have it, is helpless poverty such a 
crime that a great Christian people will not give 
them a Bible? I hold that there are numerous 
cases here where the Bible ought to be a gift 
without a moment’s hesitation, and in other cases 
it ought to be given at half price. Suppose some 
such receiving it should undervalue it, or make a 
bad use of it, or even pledge it; better this than 
that some poor, ignorant, starving creature, 
anxious to have it, should die without it and go 
to the bar of God unpardoned and unsaved. But 
I must close. This subject would bear two or 
three letters. M. L. 





NEW YORK, July 14, 1860. 


Brooxtyn Montaty Concert—Some Scuoors Weu. Fu.- 
ED—BROoKLYN East District TEacHERS’ AssociaTION— 
Non-CLosina Scuoo.s in SummMeR—New Mertsopist 
TeacuerRs’ Paper, wi7k Times EpitoriaL. 


HE Brooklyn Sabbath-School Teachers’ Asso- 

ciation held their regular monthly meeting 
on Monday evening last, in the Third Presbyte- 
rian church, in Jay street. Notwithstanding it 
was the July meeting, yet the body of the house 
was well filled with an interesting band of teach- 
ers, numbering several hundreds. Mr. Jchn Cat- 
nack occupied the chair. 

Encouraging reports were given in from some 
of the schools, and in one of them the attendance 
at the present time was spoken of as double what 
it was at the corresponding period of last year. 

The Williamsburg (Brooklyn Mast District) 
Sunday-schools were referred to as having in pro- 
cess of organization a Union Sunday-School 
Teachers’ Association for their section of the city, 
which will be inaugurated early in the autumn. 

Frequent mention was made in the meeting to 
the efforts now put forth to prevent the schools 
from closing for their usual summer vacation. 
The result is every way so disastrous, that it was 
quite universally protested against. One large 
school was spoken of as closing on the first Sab- 
bath in July, even when the pastor was to con- 
tinue preaching for two or three Sabbaths after 
that, with a church of full one thousand members. 
In some few churches there seems every year to 
bea tremendous noise made about “ going into 
the country.” Sometimes there are two or three 
young men or women, or married men, who can- 
not possibly get off until the whole church and 
Sunday-school are made to know it, and some of 
them really seem to be pleased if the Sabbath- 
school will only adjourn for the summer in com- 
pliment to their movements. 





of a new paper, just issued, and on their 
counter. It bears the title of “ Sunday-Schoo! 
Teachers’ Journal,” and is amonthly periodical, of a 
little smaller size than the “ Sunday- School Times,” 
and is placed at twenty-five cents per year, The 
denomination ought to give it a most liberal sup- 
port, and make it a most useful paper. TI noticed 
with regret that it manifests a not very amiable 
spirit towards the American Sunday-School 
Union, it being the result, probably, of a misun- 
derstanding in regard to that excellent Society. 
One of your own editorials appears on the first page, 
revamped, or curtailed a little, and inserted without 
giving the usual credit which courtesy and cus- 
tom require. It is to be hoped that all this is 
through inadvertence, or is the result of that 
haste which the editor speaks of, with which this, 
its first number, was prepared. In England there 
are many Sunday-school teachers’ magazines sus- 
tained, and surely the Times and the Teachers’ 
Journal ought to receive a very large circulation 
in this. Success to all good efforts to aid Sunday- 


school teachers. Crepo. 





HARTFORD, July 16, 1860. 


zor A County Secretary REWARDED—(on- 
VERSIONS IN A SappaTH-Scnoot—A Caape. Erecten— 
“ THERE IS THAT SCATTERETH AND YET INCREASETH,” — 
SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL IN PLYMOUTH—A Sannaru- 
Scnoot Day IN MERIDEN. 


\HE Fairfield county secretary visited some 
1 time since a remote distict in his field, 
where he deemed a Sabbath-school needed. He 
found there a warm-hearted friend of Christ and 
the little ones, who aseured him that neither 
children nor teachers could be gathered for a 
school. He even named all the families as he 
thought in the district, to show that only twelve 
children were to be found, of whom only seven or 
eight attended the week day-school. The secre- 
tury being satisfied from his observation and ex- 
perience, that a school could be sustained there, 
persisted in urging the organization. At length, 
the good brother yielded and assumed charge of 
the school. Recently, being inquired of concern- 
ing it, he replied that twenty-three children 
were now in attendance, adding, “for the life of 
me, I don’t see where they come from.” The 
school is prosperous and still increasing. Some 
of the little ones come from adjoining districts 
on either side, gladly walking to and from the 
school, some four or five miles. 


PRERSEVERAN( 


This work of reaching the outside districts by 
Sabbath-school influence is, comparatively speak- 
ing, just commenced in our State; but the evi- 
dence of good already accomplished thus, is over- 
whelming. The secretary above referred to, 
visited on the Sth inst.a small ehapel in a border 
district, where he found thirty-five scholars and 
six teachers present at a Sabbath-school, which 
was organized in a neighboring school-house, 
and held there until some twenty were hopefully 
converted, when this union chapel was erected for 
its accommodation, and for other religious pur- 
poses. 

A fear is sometimes expressed, lest the organi- 
zation of a mission or branch-school, on the 
borders of a country town, will draw from “the 
centre” some who would otherwise attend church 
there. This objection to outside work exists only 
in theory. Practically a church is improved, 
strengthened, increased by labor for Christ in 
any direction. Thus, the Congregational church 
at Plymouth Hollow, in Litchfield county, started 
some time since a branch school in a district, 
whence few came to the sanctuary. The figures 
now show that while before the average attend- 
ance at the church was about 250, some 300 scho- 
lars at present come to the two schools. An ac- 
tual increase of twenty per cent. in the number 
of gospel hearers has been secured in that parish 
by the going out with the invitation inte the 
highways and hedges. 

At the Baptist church in Meriden, on the 
morning of the Sth inst., our missionary address- 
ed the congregation upon the general interests of 
the Sabbath-school cause. In the evening, at the 
same place, he took partin a largely attended 
union Sabbath-school concert, the Methodist, and 
two Congregational churches being well repre- 
sented. In the afternoon, he addressed the 
Methodist Episcopal and Congregational churches, 
at the house of the latter in Hanover society, in 
the same town. GLEANER. 





LOCK HAVEN, July 10, 1860. 
f]\HE Clinton county Sabbath-School Associa- 
l tion held its third Convention in Lock 
Haven, Pa., on Friday, the 6th inst. The effect 
of this Association upon public sentiment, was 
indicated to a very marked degree by the num- 
bers of every age and sex, who crowded the 
church in which it was assembled. Wm. Fearon, 
Jr., presided. 

The morning session was occupied by the elee- 
tion of officers for the ensuing year, unfinished 
business, and the discussion of the following pro- 
positions at the request of the Convention, by 
the Rey. Dr. Newton, of Philadelphia: 

Ist. What can be done to interest and retain the 
male children in the Sunday-school? 

2d. What is the most efficient method of con- 
ducting Bitle-classes in Sunday-schools? 

3d. How may teachers’ meetings be made in- 
teresting and profitable ? 

His remarks were full of instruction, and deeply 
interesting to old and young. 

In the afternoon, the children attended so nu- 
merously, as to almost fill the entire church. 
The gallery and aisles alone were left for the 
adults disconnected with the schools. After the 
usual opening exercises of some sweet music 
from the little ones, Dr. Newton and Ex-Gov- 
ernor Pollock delivered addresses. It was truly 
interesting to see the attention and delight de- 
picted in every infant face. 

But the distinguished speakers seemed to have 
reserved much of their power until evening, 
when to an overflowing house they poured forth 
their souls in most earnest and impassioned ap- 
peals for childhood. "The simple grandeur of 
their theme gilded their fervid eloquence with 
glowing beauty. Every heart was thrilled. 

An impetus has been given to the cause here, 
which must produce happy results, Never has 
there been an interest so general and so deep. 
Many now realize the greatness of a child. 

On motion of A. K. Brown, Esq., the following 
resolutions were adopted : 

Resolved, That, in “ The Sunday-School Times” 
published weekly by the American Sunday-School 
Union at $1 per year, we have found an able 
and earnest advocate of the Sunday-school cause, 
and an invaluable help to teachers in the dis- 
charge of their responsible duties. We therefore 
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cordially recommend itto every teacher in the 
county. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association 
are eminently duc, and are hereby tendered to the 
Rev. Dr. Newton, and Ex-Governor Pollock, for 
their presence with us, and their admirable ad- 
dresses, to which we have been permitted to listen 
to-day. We shall gratefully remember their 
counsels, and strive to profit by them. 

A Tracuer. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y., July 14, 1860. 


Crurcn—Most INTERESTING 
SITED IN TRE CORNER-STONE—CONTENTS OF THE Boxes. 


HITS has been a dry season, and farmers are 
T now having favorable weather to gather their 
harvest. What is favorable to farmers has also 
been favorable for tke Sabbath-school cause, 
very Sabbath since the Ist of April has been 
fair, the roads have been good, and teachers in 
the country have had an unusually favorable 
time to “sow the Word.” The attendance at 
Sabbath-schools has been good, and several town 
unions have been formed where none had existed 
before. In the town of Webster a union effort 
has been made, by which the whole town has been 
visited. Similar movements are in progress in 
Brighton and Henrietta. Our county missionary, 
Mr. Charles Keeler, has organized 13 new schools 
since the Ist of April, and visited many others. 
Our next county convention is to be held here on 
the 4d of August. 

Next week there are to be county conventions 
held in Cataraugus, Ontario and St. Lawrence. 

Last week the corner-stone of the new Brick 
church was laid with appropriate ceremonies. 
Two heavy lead boxes were deposited in it. In 
the society box were several books, giving an 
early history of Rochester and Western New York, 
manuals and catalogues of several of the churches 
of the city, sermons by three of their former pas- 
tors, which had been published, copies of the 
periodicals published in the city, a city directory, 
and many other similar documents. In the 
Sunday-school box were reports of the National 
Sunday-School Convention of February, 1859, 
articles of association of the New York Sunday- 
School Teachers’ Association, reports of State 
Sunday-school teachers’ convontions, as follows: 

New York, October, 1858, and September, 1859. 

Massachusetts, November, 1857; June, 185¥, 
and June, 1860. 

Minnesota, June, 1859, and June, 1860. 

Connecticut, September, 1859. 

New Jersey, November, 1859. 

Illinois, June, 1859. 

Maine, June, 1859. 

California, May, 1860. 

Ohio, May, 1860. 

Also of Canada, February, 1857. 

There were many reports and documents giving 
historical accounts of Sabbath-school matters in 
Monroe county and this city from 1822 down to 
the present time. It also had copies of the follow- 
ing periodicals for Sabbath-schools and children: 

The Sunday-School Times, of June 30. 

The Banner, July, 1860—American 8. 8. Union. 

The Gazette, July, 1860, « 

The Child at Home—Boston Tract Society. 

The Child’s Paper—New York Tract Society. 

The Sunday-School Advocate—Methodist. 

The Well Spring—Congregational. 

The Carrier Dove—Episcopal. 

The Lee Avenue Casket—Datch Reformed. 

The Young Reaper—Baptist. 

The Visitor—Presbyterian. 

The Foreign Missionary—Presbyterian. 

A handsomely bound book containing a history 
of their school since its organization, November, 
1825, and the names and ages of all the officers, 
teachers and scholars of their Sabbath-school, in 
most cases written by themselves. Also, photo- 
graphic likenesses of the pastor and officers of 
the school. There are 53 teachers and 51 classes 
in the school, and 663 scholars’ names registered. 
It is a feature of more than ordinary interest in 
this school, that so many even of the old people 
are not foo old to belong to the Sabbath-school. 
The average age of the 662 scholars is fourteen 
years and ten months. 

They naturally look forward with great interest 
to the time when they shall occupy their new 
rooms, which are to be in dimensions equal to 
their wants, as they are to have rooms equal to 
14 by 100 feet. 

The Mount Vernon class, consisting of 11 
young men, added a book containing a photo- 
graphic likeness of their teacher; also each mem- 
ber in a group, with a biographical sketch of 
their lives, &c, 

Underlying all these articles are the words, 
written in large letters upon white paper, “Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner-stone.” 

Cc. 





JERSEY CITY, July 11, 1860. 

OW can my school be made more efficient? 

What order of exercises shall I adopt so 

as to make the most of the time allotted to Sab- 

bath-school instruction, that a greater amount of 

good may be done through its instrumentality ? 

These are questions asked by every earnest, whole- 
souled superinteudent. 

I like the idea of comparing notes through the 
columns of the Times, which is now read by almost 
every one that is interested in this great and glo- 
rious cause. 

The superintendent of the Union Baptist Mis- 
sion, (the organizing of which I gave you an ac- 
count last week,) has adopted the following as 
his order of exercises : . 

Morning session, 9 to 10 c’clock. 

Ist. Call school to order. 

2d. Singing. 

3d. Prayer and Lord’s prayer. 

{th. Reading lesson in concert. 

5th. Recitation of lesson. 

6th. Announce next lesson and notices. 

7th. Singing. 

8th. Close by prayer. 

Afternoon session, 2 to 34 o’clock. 

Ist. Call school to order. 

2d. Singing. 

3d. Prayer. 

4th. Reading of Scriptures, and remarks by 
superintendent. 

5th. Addresses interspersed with singing. 

6th. Close with Lord’s prayer. 

I send you the above, hoping that it may 
prove interesting to some of your readers, end 
cause some other superintendents to send in their 
orders, that we may see a chance for improve- 
ment, if thero is any. W. iH. S. 





KEOKUK, July 9, 1860. 

I AM happy while we have so many points 

sending good news to “ The Times,” to 
report progress in the “Gate city” of the west. 
Iam sure your readers will be interested in our 
organization just effected, “ Keokuk Sunday- 
School Union,” and while I do not propose to 
attempt any history of our first public meeting, 
only to say it was exceedingly interesting, and 
very largely attended by parents, teachers and 
children, being conducted as such meetings usu- 
ally are, I think our plan of organization, &c. 
will prove interesting to those engaged in foe. 
warding the Sabbath-school work. This associ- 
ation is the result of two meetings of the super- 
intendents and teachers of our several schools, 
called by a ciroular addressed to each city school 
by the missionary of the “ American Sunday- 
School Union” residing here. After consultation 
it was agreed to organize an association composed 
of one delegate from each school. The schools 


auxiliary to’ the” association; by this means it is 
hoped to obtain efficient action. The result is 
the appointment of quarterly concerts—also, the 
obtaining statistice, shewing over 1,300 scholars 
in attendance at our several schools, already 
creating an interest that must prove o lasting 
benefit to Keokuk. The association have adopted 
a brief constitution for their government, and 
have regular meetings and officers. Dr. Inger- 
soll of the Congregational church, being the 
president; Professor Wood, of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, vice-president, and M. W. 
Westcott, Esq., of the Presbyterian church, secre- 
tary—all good men and zealous for the right. I 
am happy also to say, that during the spring 
and , the mi y has org d such 
associations in the towns of Bentonsport, number- 
ing four schools; Keosocqua numbering three 
schools. In the first-named town, the association 
formed has completely canvassed the town, and 
has added a large number to each school, be- 
sides reviving an interest in the schools, which 
was much needed. But I find my intended short 
item is already too long, and close by saying you 
may expect good news from southern Iowa. 
H. B. Swirr. 








GREENFIELD, July 6, 1560. 


SappaTa-ScHoor CELEBRATION IN FRANKLIN COUNTY, Mass., 
ON THE FouRTA oF JULY. 


FTER a heavy rain during the night, the 
Fourth dawned brightly upon the green 
and dripping valley of the Connecticut. The 
Sunday-schools of the county had been invited to 
this shire-town, to commemorate the nation’s 
birth-day. Notwithstanding this arrangement, 
the irreligious element rallied its forces on the 
grass-grown race-course, and in the streets; “hard- 
scrabble yeomanry,” and the “ greased pig,” were 
the attractions presented. But at 10 o'clock, as 
the earth grew dry, and the breezy air warm, 
the children came pouring in from hill and val- 
ley, until a procession half a mile long, marched 
through the motly crowd toa charming grove; 
where the services were opened by remarks and 
prayer from the venerable Dr. Chandler, of the 
first parish of Greenfield. Then followed susie 
and speeches. Among the latter, one by the 
Rev. Mr. Turner of the American Sunday-School 
Union, was very interesting and appropriate— 
leaving a blessed impression on many youthfal 
hearts. The “short folks” turned from such 
entertainments to the tables and the swings. 

The affair was altogether a success. The ban- 
ners beautiful, and the noble cause of Sunday- 
schools, made more dear to the church and State, 
as the nursery of the one, and the hope of the 
other. H. 





SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., June 1s, 1860. 


INDUSTRIAL ScHooL—Its First ANNIVERSARY—MONTHLY 
MEETING OF THE SuNDAY-ScHOoL UNIoN—ScHOOLS Re- 
PORTED—TuHs CAUSE GENERALLY. 


CONSIDER it a privilege to furnish to the 
readers of the Sunday-School Times stated 
accounts of the progress and prospects of the good 
cause in this far distant city. I believe there are 
many in the East who are gladdened at every 
good word they hear from this, the new home of 
so many of their loved ones; and I know nothing 
so well caloulated to rejoice the hearts of fathers 
and mothers, and relatives and friends, as good 
news from the Sunday-school work. 

Only yesterday, the first anniversary of the 
Industrial Sabbath-school of San Francisco was 
held in the rooms of the institution. Quite a 
number of the managers, and interested friends, 
were present to enjoy the delightful exercises. 

Your correspondent, the superintendent of the 
Sabbath-school, read the annual report, in which 
it was stated that the origin of this school might 
with propriety be attributed to the efforts of Mr. 
Samuel Pillsbury, and others, who, in 1856, col- 
lected, at the rooms of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, «a “News-boys’ Sunday-school,” 
which included many of the boy: now in the In- 
dustrial-school. 

After the opening services, the Rev. Albert Wil- 
liams presented to five lads, who had been select- 
ed for their superior good behaviour, during a visit 
of the acting superintendent to the Atlantic, each 
a valuable book, as a token of the appreciation of 
their teachers. 

Mr. Rankin made a few appropriate remarks, 
impressing upon the minds of the youth thevalue 
of the privileges they were enjoying. The boys 
were then presented with small parcels of cakes 
and confectionary, provided by our worthy fellow- 
citizen, Mr. M. G. Mitchler, who visited the insti- 
tution on Sunday, June 10th, and was so much 
pleased that he desired an opportunity to manifest 
his approbation to the boys. Much interest was 
expressed by those present, and encouragement 
given that the expectations of the friends of this 
reformatory institution will not be disappointed. 

During last week the monthly meeting of the 
San Francisco Sunday-School Union was held in 
the Rev. Dr. Peck’s church. John Burns, the 
president, was in the chair, and J. Oacar Pope 
was secretary. The attendance was good, many 
scholars and teachers of Sabbath-schools being 
present, as well as the officers of theschools. The 
reports of average attendance of teachers and pu- 
pils at the various schools, during June, gives a 
total of 2,170. 

Reports were made from the various schools, 
which were highly encouraging. The Pine street 
Methodist (South,) the Washington street Baptist, 
and some other schools, remarked an increased 
interest since the sessions of the State Convention 
two weeks ago. Mr. Forbes said it was evinced 
in an increased cheerfulness, in greater efforts to 
win the attention of scholars, and in the improv- 
ed attention upon the exceedingly interesting 
weekly teachers’ meetings. 

The Howard street school reported greater 
trouble from irregular attendance of teachers than 
of scholars during the time that their house has 
been repairing, and while no other service has 
been held on Sabbath. Next Sunday the sehool 
will return to the church, where a comfortable base- 
ment réom has been put in order for it. The 
gentleman who reported these facts, called atten- 
tion to the injury done to schools and scholars by 
the fashion some have, of attending two different 
schools on thesameday. Another speaker hoped 
that the Union would set its face against the holi- 
day movement which they were invited to join in. 

Another gentleman said, on the first point that 
he attended two schools himself, and he thought 
that those children who attended two were better 
behaved and better employed than those who at- 
tended one, and those who attended three, better 
than those who attended but two. 

This point was briefly but withenergy discussed. 
The doctrine seemed to prevail that one school 
was enough for a child, when at home he is 
cared for properly; but if he has no home, why, 
every additional hour that he is kept in the Sab- 
bath-school, is to his advantage. The following 
resolution was adopted on this subject : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appoint- 
ed to take the matter of children’s attending more 
than one Sunday-school into consideration, and 
report at our next meeting. 

The Chair appointed William R. Wadsworth, 
8. B. Stoddard, and A. B. Forbes, as such com- 
mittee, and the Rey. 0. P. Fitzgerald was after- 
wards added (on motion of Mr. Wadsworth) as 
chairman. 

The condition of the new St. Paul’s school was 
faithfully represented. Last Sabbath 158 scholars 
attended. The school was needed just where it was. 
The solicitors for scholars are careful to urge 
children not to leave other schools to attend it, 
but to get into some school if possible, 

The Episcopal churches have flourishing schools 





electing delegates, being constituted by this act 


connected with them, and indeed the condition o! 








the cause in all the donomitations is flattering, 
and promises to reward abundantly the good men 
who are laboring in the field. May our hopeful 
views of the work be more than realized. 

W. R. W. 





KEOKUK, Iowa, July 11, 1860, 


News rrom THE “Gare Crry”’—Statistics — Sonpay- 
Scuoo. Unton—Deiieatre: Concent—ANn Important 
Post— VantaGe Grouxp To pt Sscurep—flow To Sz- 
CURE IT — TRac! tion — Lapies’ Praren- 
Merer1nc—Suxpay-Scmoon Times. 


LTHOUGH a constant reader of the Sunday- 

School Times, I do not remember having 

seen in it any intelligence from the “ Gate City” 
of Iowa. . 

We have fifteen Protestant Sinday-schools in 
our city, having in all 1,594 scholars, and an 
average attendance of 1,131. There are 187 teach- 
ers in these fifteen schools. Of this number of 
schools three are mission-schools, one of them 
under the care of the Young Men’s Christian 
Christian Association. There is one Roman Ca- 
tholic Sunday-school which has 275 seholars, and 
an average attendance of 200. Still there must 
Le a very large number of children, who do not 
attend any Sunday-sehool. 

In the hope of imparting new vigor and effici- 
ency to our Sunday-schools, the Keokuk Sun- 
day-School Union was recently organized. It is 
the intention of this society, to have a union 
Sunday-school concert, on the afternoon of the 
firet Sabbath in July, October, January and 
April. Owing to unfavorable weather, the first 
concert was pestponed from the first to the 
second Sabbath of this month. Last Sunday, all 
was propitious, and at 4 o’clock P. M., the Cha- 
tham square church was filled by about 550 
children and 350 adults. 

The exercises consisted of prayer, singing, ad- 
dresses, and reading of the report for the last 
quarter. The substance of this report was given 
at the beginning of this article. There were four 
addresses, but the prompt enforcement of the 
time-rnle, and the cheering songs, prevented all 
thoughts of weariness. All passed off finely, and 
at the expiration of an hour and a half, the au- 
dience were dismissed with the benediction. This 
highly successful concert bas awakened new inte- 
rest in the glorious cause of Sunday-schools. 

Our city occupies one of the most commanding 
and beautiful locations in the whole Mississippi 
valley. Situated at the head of actual naviga- 
tion on the “Father of Waters,” at the very gate 
of our noble State, and destined to be the largest 
city on the river above St. Louis, it is of the 
highest importance that this central point should 
be one, which shall radiate influences to Chris- 
tianize this beautiful portion of our gallant west. 

This truth is felt by some of the Christians 
here, and we hope that the day will soon conie, 
when all who bear the name of Christ, will rovse 
up to a realizing sense of their individual re- 
sponsibility in the work of saving souls. When 
professing Christians fully realize that personally 
their chief work in life is to save souls, we shall 
see a powerful impetus given to all the philan- 
thropic operations of our times, and especially to 
our Sunday-schools. 

We need to see and feel that personal holiness is 
the measure of personal power, and that if we 
would prevail with men to bring them to Christ, 
we must first prevail with God by prayer. Those 
who are cold and negligent in their own private 
religious duties, need not expect a blessing on 
their labors for others. If our own hearts glow 
with love to Christ, and we can testify to the 
blessedness of religion from our own daily expe- 
rience, then and not till then, may we expect to 
see our Jabors crowned with success. 

Five of our Sunday-schools have monthly 
teachers’ meetings, and we hope all will soon see 
the great importance of regular and frequent 
meetings of this description. We greatly need a 
monthly meeting of all the teachers in our evan- 
gelical Sunday-schools, like the Sunday-School 
Teachers’ Association in New York, and similar or- 
ganizations in many other cities. It is hoped that 
a movement for this object will be attended with 
speedy success. Certainly every town and city 
demands such an association, for mutual prayer, 
counsel, sympathy, and encouragement. 

The ladies here have a monthly union prayer- 
meeting, connected with which is an association 
for the regular visitation of the whole city. While 
distributing tracts, they endeavor to induce chil- 
dren to attend Sunday-school regularly, and some of 
the visitors engage in personal, religious conver- 
sation with the families visited. Persons, whose 
large experience qualifies them to speak with 
authority, have stated that the mere leaving of a 
tract once a month does comparatively little good. 
But if the distribution of tracts is accompanied 
by faithful, personal efforts, by conversation and 
prayer, with the individuals visited, great and 
good results may be confidently anticipated. 

The Sunday-School Times circulates to some 
extent among our teachers, and all who read it 
unite in pronouncing it an invaluable aid to every 
successful teacher. WwW. W. W. 





LYNN, Mass., July 10, 1860. 
AM in the habit of keeping a regular account 
of the attendance of my teachers, and send 
you the following report in the way in which I 
read it to the teachers. I find this method of 
presenting it leads to much inquiry as to how 
often each was absent; and while I make it a 
point not to speak to one teacher of the short- 
comings of another, I find them willing, when 
such « report is presented, to appropriate to them- 
selves such portion as they think belongs to 
them. I never knew of a report being presented 
in this way by others, and if you deem it worth 
publishing you are welcome to do so. 

There are twenty-four teachers connected with 
the school, though as two of them have not had 
classes a)! the time, they are not included in this 
average. 

Whole number of teachers from Jan. Ist to 
July Ist, 1860, twenty-two. 

Average attendance from January lst to July 
Ist, 1860, twenty. 

Six teachers have been present every Sabbatb. 

Six teachers have been absent but one Sabbath. 

Three teachers have been absent two Sabbaths. 

Two teachers have been absent but three Sab- 
baths, 

Five Sabbaths every teacher was present. 

Seven Sabbaths but one teacher was absent. 

Four Sabbaths two teachers were absent. 

Seven Sabbaths but three teachers were absent. 
M. 


For the Sanday-School Times. 


A MISSIONARY LETTER. 
THE WORK IN NEW ENGLAND. 


URING the month just past, I have been 
very much oceupied with connty Sunday- 
School Conventions. There have been two, one 
at Burlington, for Chittenden county, and the 
other at Johnson, for Lamoille county. Both 
these conventions have been reported at some 
length in the Times, yet I wish here to say a word 
of them. 

Of the former, I am very happy to be able to 
speak of immediate practical results. Soon after the 
close of the convention, the friends of Sunday- 
schools in Burlington got together, and considered 
in what manner the whole town might be reached 
with schools, and every scholar urged to come in. 
They resolved to appoint one general superinten- 
dent of the mission work, and two assistants, 
whose duty it should be to examine the field, de- 
termine how many schools are needed, and devise 





means of organizing such schools, and of reach- 
ing the people by a thorough visitation. In order 


Ww theltinatn tide mnevemnenty war ebeneh er eEEgr 
ed its afternoon service to evening, and a large 
part of the congregation is now engaged in the 
mission-school work. 

The superintendent of one of these schools (a 
student in the University,) showed me a carefully 
prepared diagram of the district which his school 
occupied. This district he had divided into see- 
tions, and apportioned each section to two visi- 
tors—the visitors being at the same time teachers 
in the school. 

Some part of this good work has been carried 
on for years in Burlington, but never before has 
it assumed such a thorough systematic form. 
Heretofore a few put forth, here and there, an 
isolated effort—now large numbers are thoroughly 
aroused, and ready to joinin an organized scheme 
to reach every neighborhood with the word of 
truth. 

Another result of this convention is to show 
the people the value of discussions in awakening 
zeal, and securing efficiency in the Sunday-school 
cause. In fact, so little thought had been given 
to this mode of promoting te cause, that the 
error was often committed of supposing the pro- 
posed convention to be a children’s celebration. 

But the good news of the Convention at Bur- 
lington helped forward the movement in Lamoille 
county. The idea was readily and intelligently 
seized upon, and in due time the convention as- 
sembled in goodly numbers, from all parts of the 
county. Several gentlemen had been invited 
from abroad to attend, and add interest to the oc- 
casion, but they all failed to be present, so the 
whole time was left to be filled by the friends of 
the cause from the county. Still there was no 
flagging. The discussion was spirited, and fall 
of thought and valuable suggestion—the interest 
increasing to the very last. The children’s 
meeting at the close was unusually successful. 
The addresses were short and pertinent, and the 
children’s singing very fine. 

Let me mention one or two facts that will, in 
part, account for the interest here manifested. 
Some time ago—so long, indeed, that the matter 
had long ago become traditionary, and has now 
nearly passed from the minds of men—a mission- 
ary of the American Sunday-School Union visited 
the vicinity of Johnson, organized several schools, 
and went away. But the work did not cease on 
his leaving. The schools were sustained, and 
others formed, until during some seasons there 
have been no less than five or six mission schools, 
besides three church schools, in a town of not 
not more than fifteen hundred souls. Numerous 
conversions have resulted from these schools, and, 
in one or two instances, schools that were begun, 
and at first sustained by imported help, have be- 
come self-sustaining. 

The labors of Mr. Roberts, another missionary 
of the Union, only last year, in this county, have 
done much towards arousing the popular feeling 
in favor of Sunday-schools. 

Of the practical results of this convention it is 
not now time to speak. It was agreed to meet 
again in Morrisville, on the last Tuesday in Sep- 
tember. A resolution was passed urging the pro- 
priety of calling a State Convention at an early 
day, and a committee appointed to act under it, 
of which Rev. James T. Ford, of Stowe, is 
chairman. 

Since my last missionary letter I have assisted 
in organizing two schools, aided several, and made 
numerous addresses, besides attending the General 
Convention of Congregational churches, and one 
county conference, presenting the claims of the 
Union and of the cause asI had opportunity. 

Yours, &c., mm. FP. 

Underhill, Vt. July 4, 1860. 





CLIPPINGS 
From Missionary Correspondence, 


I.urnors.—I recently visited a place where the 
children are having prayer-meetings by them- 
selves. One little girl, whose parents are very 
wicked and profane, went home from one of these 
meetings, and took the Bible, neglected by every 
one in the family but herself, read a chapter to 
her parents, and then kneeling before them in 
prayer to God, earnestly plead that they might 
be turned from the error of their ways and led to 
embrace the Saviour she had found. The parents 
were much affected, and I trust it will be the 
means of their conversion. Another of the little 
girls, only eight years old, remarked, she “ didn’t 
want to be earthly any longer;” she “wanted to 
be all heavenly;” and then I wish you could have 
heard her plead with thoge who love not Christ, 
saying, “Why don’t you know Jesus has died for 
you? Then why don’t you come to him and give 
yourselves to him? I want everybody to love 
him.” Oh how sweet it is to see the dear little 
children coming as lambs to the Saviour. 

Onio.—During last summer in my missionary 
rambles I spent a Sabbath in S., where I found 
three good meeting-houses, but no preacher with- 
in five miles. In our union work we found access 
to all the people and children to preach Christ, 
and succeeded in establishing three good Sun- 
day-schools, and sold three good libraries. Here 
our efforts were almost immediately blessed. 
While in the city of P. they wrote me to come 
over and help them. As seon as I could I hastened 
to the place, and have been hard at work for the 
Lord ever since. 

The Lord has seen fit to bless our labors in the 
conversion of a whole Sabbath-school to Christ, 
and it did not stop with the children, and with the 
young men and young women who were teachers, 
but many parents have followed their children to 
Christ. Oh, what a beautiful sight on the first 
Sabbath evening in this month, to see over fifty 
of our Sunday-school, who had been converted 
within four weeks, rise up in a large congregation, 
come forward to the right of the pulpit occupied 
by the Sunday-school missionary, and stand up 
for Jesus. A more satisfactory work of grace 
was never witnessed, I am told, in this part of 
the country. Here they stood as witnesses for 
Jesus from the age of ten to twenty-seven, and 
each one was willing to givea reason of the hope 
within them. Over one hundred in all, in a 
sparsely settled town, have professed a hope in 
Christ, while other towns near by (three in number) 
have enjoyed a share in this good work by coming 
in and carrying home the work of the Spirit. If 
I could think it would interest you as it has me, 
I would now relate two or three remarkable cases 
of God’s work of grace. 

Henry P., a fine looking man of about thirty- 
five, I found confined to his room with inflamma- 
tory rheumatism. He could scarcely keep quiet 
on account of severe pain; yet he could draw no 
comfort from the Bible, for he had all his life op- 
posed it. His wife, too, was a stranger to religion. 
When I read and prayed with them we wept 
together. Their little daughter Viola, of nine 
summers, was allowed to come to our meetings, 
as she belonged to the Sunday-school. One night 
she came home telling her parents she wanted to 
be a Christian, “Oh, ma! I think I love the 
blessed Saviour, for he died for us.” “ Hush! 
you are too young,” says the mother. “You are 
only excited. You must stay at home.” “ Ob, 
mother, I wish you and pa were only Christians.” 
This reached the heart of the fond father, and he 
cried for mercy. For two days and nights he 
wept and prayed nearly all the time. At last he 
resolved to come and see me, and with a staff in 
each hand he slowly made his way to my room, 
where he found a poor backslider, who but a few 
moments before came to see me on the same er- 
rand, These too left the room rejoicing in a Sa- 
viour’s love, and now the father and the mother 
and little Viola, as they eall her, can sing toge- 





ther, 


_ Fiona 








Jeous washed my sins away, 
ded erdebies owes err 

H. H—, aged 30, ra tal foung mas, ond to 
the oldest of five children. His father being dead 
eight or nine years, he has had to be the prin- 
cipal support of his widowed and pious mother; 
but being very talented in humorous 
pieces of poetry and wit for others’ sport, has 
been praised to his injury heretofore. When I visit- 
ed the family, H—— wished to be exeused from 
any conversation on the subject of religion; but 
his good mother spoke softly, saying “H——, 
my son, you know what tte ae good old 
grandfather now in heaven had for you before 
he left us, and when he gave you his Bible, how 
he prayed that you might become a good Chris- 
tian.” This proved a word in season, and H—— 
was at once convicted of sin, and wished us to 
pray for him. “Pray that I may not stop short 
of being a good Christian, a whole Christian,” 
said he. The covenant-keeping God had heard 
the prayers of the aged grandfather, which were 
made two years ago before, and H——. was made 
to rejoice in the Saviour’s love, and is now pre- 
paring to go to college to study with a view of 
the sacred ministry; and the work has not stop- 
ped here, for two weeks ago, one of H——’s com- 
panions, returned from a college in the east, and 
—by his faithfulness has brought him to Christ, 
and both are now rejoicing in the Lord. 





THOUGHTS GATHERED 


At the Noon Prayer- Meeting. 
(Reported for the Sunday-Schoot Times.] 

Holy Ground.—The Lord taketh pleasure in 
them that fear him. This is not a slavish fear, 
but a loving reverence—a holy, child-like vene- 
ration and awe. But is there never danger that 
his children should sometimes forget when they 
come into his presence, and show too much light, 
trifling familiarity? It would be well for us if 
in drawing nigh to God in his worship, we always 
remembered our natural vileness, and were im- 
pressed with the humbling yet grateful reflection, 
that we are permitted to approach his mercy 
seat, only through his grace manifested in Christ 
our righteousness. 








A Word to Fathers.—Almost every day, pray- 
ers are asked and offered here on behalf of mothers 
for their child Occasionally, only, a father 
asks prayer in behalf of his unconverted chil- 
dren. Is it not a strange fact? Is there more 
religion among the females, among the wives and 
mothers, and sisters of our land, than among the 
males, the fathers, husbands, brothers? Do 
mothers as a duty and a privilege, bend over 
their little ones, and take them on their heart in 
prayer, and looking up to Jesus, roll their burden 
on the bosom of him who loved the little ones, 
rather than the fathers? 0, I am afraid it is 
too true, that the fathers of this land are recreant 
to their high responsibility, their exalted privi- 
lege in this matter. I am afraid they leave the 
whole burden of bringing up the children in the 
fear and love of God, to the care of the wives 
and mothers at home, Especially is it the sin of 
the business men of our communities to neglect 
the young of their households. The father too 
often comes home late at night, weary and vexed, 
nestles his little ones a moment in his bosom, if 
they are waiting for him, and have not long be- 
fore retired, and then the mother sees them snugly 
tucked in their beds, hears them lisp in childish 
accents : 





“ Now I lay me down to sleep,” 

prints the good-night kiss on their innocent 
cheeks, and retires with a prayer that God would 
bless and save her offspring. Then the morning 
comes, an early, hasty breakfast is dispatched, 
and the father goes to his business for the day in 
far too many cases, without ever ceeing his little 
ones. O,is this right? Fathers of your chil- 
dren, God holds you accountable for their spiri- 
tual culture. The mother cannot do your work 
for you. There is labor enough for both, if you 
would have your loved ones brought to Jesus. 
0, when you go home to-night, divide the labor 
with the mother, the partner of your bosom, and 
God will bless you and smile upon you, and if 
you continue faithful it may piease him to give 
you an unbroken family in heaven. 





The Family Altar.—The first great care of a 
Christian father’s mind is to prepare the ground 
of the hearts of his children for the reception of 
the good seed of the word. This he must do 
around the fireside. (iod’s word must there be 
read and explained, and enforced. And, vital 
truth, the incense of prayer must ascend with 
and for the little ones gathered around from day 
to day. Yes, every Christian’s household must 
have an altar—it must have a consecrated place for 
the daily worship of God. In this the family- 
church parents have a hopeful audience. {t will 
not always be so. 








Parental Influence.—The subject of parental in- 
fluence is an exhaustless one. I think some- 
times that in speaking so much and, properly, of 
the mother’s influence, we are yet prone to for- 
get that of the father. I do not suppose we can 
overrate the influence of a Christian mother, and 
yet if we look around us just now, we see lament- 
able manifestations of the fact that fathers are 
not powerless. There is a certain kind of infiu- 
ence which every father can exert on his child, 
especially if that child is a boy, which the mother 
cannot exert. They occupy in one sense differ- 
ent spheres. Both have a power, which if pro- 
perly exerted, must tell under the influence of the 
grace of God. But that power is unlike in each. 
Watch it where you will, you see a mother’s in- 
fluence by the blessing of God effectual to the sal- 
vation of her daughters. Our pastors and elders 
who have watched, have noted the fact. But 
where are the brothers of these daughters? Ask 
where the fathers are, and you get an answer. 
Are the fathers pious, godly men, filling their 
station among the people of God? If not, the 
sons are not expected in their places. Expe- 
rienced ministers will tell us that boys follow the 
lead of their fathers, and the daughter follows 
the mother. We have in all eur churches many 
mothers and daughters, and some fathers and 
sons—but how many, © how many, are out 
wandering in the paths of sin, led by the example 
and p and t of parents! 
What a fearful account some will have to render 
for the silent but weighty power of example. 








Encouraging.—A minister from Charlottesville, 
Virginia, gave an ging t of the 
union prayer meeting held weekly in that place. 
It had not been established and kept up in vain, 
for souls had been converted through its means. 
The Young Men’s Christian Association is in a 
flourishing state, and its labors in the Lord have 
abounded and been iargely blessed. Only two 
weeks ago two young men were admitted into 
the church of which the speaker was pastor, one 
of whom a short time before was an open infidel 
and scoffer, and the other a bitter hater of reli- 
gion, who remarked fiercely to a young friend, who 
was about to enter into religious conversation 
with him, “If you say a word to me about re~ 
ligion, I will knock you down.” But the Spirit 
of God is powerful. It subdues the fiercest spirits, 
humbles the proudest wills. Wo to him who re 
sists its operations! 








EST SPRUCE STREET CHURCH.— 
Professor MOFFAT, of Princeton, will preach in 
West &pruce street church, corner of Seventeenth and 
Spruce streets, next Sunday, July 22d, at 1044 A. M, 





and at44?.M. The Sunday-school will hold but one 
session, nning at 3 P. M. 
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thoroughly furnished unto all 
?” 


also be their counsellor. He should 
circumstances, their homes, their 
their tastes, their week-day occupa- 
“A word in season how good it is, 
when dangers encompass the path, or per- 
harrass the spirit.” How many young 
men and young women have been saved from 
fatal errors through the timely suggestions 
and uasions of a teacher, who, mentor- 
like, lee bere at their elbow in the period of 
difficulty! If a teacher will do his work well, 
he must think each scholar out, and adapt his 
counsels to the case ofeach. It will not per- 
haps be easy to find out his scholars’ haunts, 

procure access to their homes, to know 
when their is a need for his interference, and 
how to interfere, without seeming to inter- 
fere. But steady observation and quiet in- 
quiry will be two abundant sources of know- 
ledge, and these, even if a teacher have little 
time on his hands to follow up what he has 
learned during the week, will enable him to 
know when to speak and what to speak. It 
was only three or four months ago that one 
of my own boys had engaged himself to an 
artist in photography. His duty was to stand 
at the shop-door to exhibit his master’s wares, 
to coax into the studio the lingering, and to 
= off the incursions of ragged and penni- 


* on. repnevawe +- Gon t be éx- 
pected, vagrant sort 
and the 


ue 
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its charm, 
of the art was a farther in- 
ducement to the lad to stay. His parents ob- 
jected to such a mode of earning his liveli- 
hood, but their remonstrances were scarcely 
eke to break the engagement. 
, my own advice at once decided the 
point. I thought the occupation not one be- 
neficial, either to his health or to his morals, 
and in deference to me the engagement was at 
once waived, and I soon had the satisfaction 
of placing him in a sphere alike adapted to 
his comfort and improvement. I know that 
it is possible to serve God as an assistant to 
a ets ay wre but there are occupations in 
life more helpful to the best interests of the 
soul, and some on the other hand more hurt- 
fal; and while sometimes the latter posts 
must be filled with prayer and watchfulness, 
the former should be coveted, as offering 
greater freedom from temptation and 
facilities for spiritual wth. I quote this 
example, however, simply to show how in cer- 
tain cases a teacher may prove a counsellor. 
Again: a teacher must be an intercessor on 
behalf of his scholars. He must constantly 
bear them on his heart at God’s footstool. 
He must often take a survey of them as ruined 
sinners, whom only the blood of the divine 
Saviour can cleanse, and whom only the 
grace of the Spirit of God can renew ; and to 
obtain for them these last blessings should be 
his ardent desire. He should pray for them 
personally as well as collectively, taking 
each in his affections, and presenting each in 
‘his separate guilt, and ignorance, and weak- 
ness, and danger, before the Lord. And he 
should watch for the answer to his prayers, 
and keep a record of the seals which it has 
pleased God to affix to his labor. Mr. Cecil 
was once in his pulpit at St. John’s, Bedford 
Row, when he saw straggling into church a 
oung man whom he knew to be reckless, and 
nsensible to the last degree about his soul. 
He resolved that he would preach a sermon 
specially for him, and he selected another 
text instead of the one from which he intend- 
ed to preach. ‘(Opposite to that text in Mr. 
Cecil’s Bible,” said my informant, “ I saw the 
words written in pencil, ‘J. B. brought to 
God.’ ” 
the harness, slaying the sin and saving the 
soul. A teacher should pray that he may be 
enabled to record similar instances of the 
power of God. “Have my children been 
saved, have they not only been brought to the 
Sunday-school, but to the Saviour? Hasthe 


living Spirit detached the heart of any of 


them from idols to serve the living God, and 
to wait for his Son from heaven Is there 
any member of my little community of whom 


I could write that blessed statement, ‘ Brought 


to God? There are no greater friends we 


possess than our praying friends. If a teacher 

meal the friend, let him ofteu on 

behalf of his precious charge rise up a great 

depart into # soli- 

tary place and pray.—Sunday-School Teachers’ 
Magazine. ' 
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while before it is day and 





For the Bunday-Schoo! Times. 
BE RESPECTFUL. 


I NOTICE that one of the rs in the 
late Massachusetts State Sunday-School 
Convention at Worcester, opened the discus- 


sion asto the qualifications of ap ssa py wa 
by saying that the first qualifi a a 
intendent, after piety was, “that he should be 
respectful to his minister.” To be sure he should. 
So it is equally the duty of ministers to be re- 
spectfub to the superintendent, and it is a prime 
qualification for both, always to merit unqua- | drop. 
lified respect. The gospel rule, “be courteous,” 
admits of no exceptions. If any minister or 
superintendent ever for amoment violates the 
rule, we respectfully protest against its being 
charged either to the Sunday-school or the 


pulpit. Amicus. 





Mamory.—The memory ought to be a store- 
room. Many turn theirs rather intoa umber- 
room. Nay, even stores grow mou'dy and 
spoil, unless aired and used betimes; and 
) ~Aed too become lumber.—Guesses at 
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FOR A BIBLE CLASS. 
BY A PASTOR. 

$e -34.—The Bible—(Continued.) 

JB the Bible in a literary point 


_of view by great variety of style? 
Which of the sacred writers are chiefly his- 








‘How long before the founding of Rome did 


there? 

Are there any orations in the sacred book? 
Acts 26; 1-29. 

What sermons are recorded there? 


rative? Gen. 44; 18-34. 

What books are chiefly or wholly poetical? 
Mention an instance of elegant didactic poetry ? 
Ane, The first nine chapters of the Book of 
Proverbs. 

What is the finest elegy in literature? Ans. 
The Lamentations of Jeremiah. 

What exquisite pastoral is given us in the 
Bible? Ans. Solomon's song. 

What sublime apostrophes are left us in Isa. 
14: 4-17, and Jer. 47-7? 

Read the beautiful allegory in Ps. 8: 8-16? 

Repeat the bold personifications in Hab. 3: 5, 
and 10-11? 

Mention an instance of sharp irony? 1 Kings, 
8: 27. 

Do we find instances of satire in this wonder- 
ful book? Isa. 44: 12-17. 

With all this variety, is this book complete in 
its unity ? 

Besides unity in authorship, (2 Tim. 3: 16) is 
there any diversity of aim, doctrine or moral 
tone? 

What one doom awaits the impenitent, and 
what one home the believer? Matt. 25: 46. 

For which are you now preparing ? 

What is the power of the word of God? Heb. 
4: 12. 

Is there anything lacking in the Bible? Rev. 
22: 18. 

Does it contain anything superfluous? 
22: 19. 

What is the great proof of its perfection? Ps. 
19: 7. 


YOUTHS DEPARTMENT. 


George Could Not Tell a Lie. 


66 HATE ‘pattern boys,” said Richard 

Gray; “I never feel at home with them ; 
for, if you do anything they don’t think right, 
you never feel safe: they are almost sure to tell 
of you. They always get into the good graces of 
the master.” 

“What do you mean?” asked his brother 
Philip. 

“Why, our master said at school yesterday 
that he thought young Morris quite a pattern of 
good conduct, and hoped, when he came to 
school, we should all be kind to him.” 

“Well, we shall seo,” said Philip, “when he 
comes; I dare say he will be like all the rest.” 

George Morris came to school. Some liked 
him and some did not; but he behaved kindly 
to all. 

One day they were all at play in the play- 
ground, when George was heard crying out in 
great trouble, “What have I done? 0, what 
have I done? What will Mr. Harding say ?” 

“ What is it? what is it?” cried several voices ; 
and the boys gathered quickly around to see 
what was the matter. 

“Oh!” said George, “my ball has broken a 
pane of glass in the greenhouse ; and I am afraid 
it has knocked down some of the flower-pots, 
for it made such a clatter. I had no right to 
be so near the greenhouse.” 

The boys ran to the greenhouse, and there 
sure enough, was Mr. Harding’s beautiful scarlet 
cactus in full bloom, thrown down upon the 
floor, and the plant broken. 

“Oh! what will Mr. Harding say?” said 
George; “it was only yesterday he was showing 
it to Squire Lowndes’ gardener, and he said it 
was the finest he had seen for a long time.” 

“You'll catch it,” said Richard Gray, who 
was a very ill-tempered boy, “ you'll catch it, for 
going so near the greenhouse with your ball.” 

“Mr. Harding need not know anything about 
it,” said Philip; “at least, I will not tell who 
did it.” 

“Nor I,” said Joe Green; ‘none of us will; 
so do not trouble yourself about it, George. 
When Will Thomson let the water run out of the 
water-butt, Mr. Harding tried ali he could to find 
out, but could not. We all said we did not 
do it.” 

“And,” said Philip, “we will all agree that 
we know nothing about how the cactus got 
knocked down, and he will think some one threw 
a stone out of the road and broke it And so 
you will get out of the scrape.” 

George left them, and stood under the tree 
thinking of the mischief he had done, when Joe 
Green came up tohim. “Be sure, George, if 
Mr. Harding asks you who did it, to say you did 
not.” 

“T could not say that,” said George, “ for I did 
do it.” 

“Yes,” said Joe, “buat then you needn’t say 
so, and we will all keep quiet.” 

“Oh!” said George, “but I shall be so un- 
happy till I have confessed it.” 

“Then you are very foolish, and deserve all 
you will get,” said Philip Gray. 

“Yes,” added Joe Green, “and Morris will 
change his mind when he comes to school to- 
morrow. 

When George reached home, he told his father 
of what bad happened. “I think,” said Mr. 
Morris, “‘you will do right to tell Mr. Harding 
all about it. If you were to follow the advice of 
your school-mates, you would cause them to 
practice deceit, and the blame of the accident 
would fall on the wrong person. Besides, you 
will add sin to sin; and, suppose that you did 
deceive your teacher, you cannot deceive God, 
for he knoweth all things. His all-seeing eye is 
upon you, and you must act as in his sight.” 

“We shall see how he will manage it,” said 
Richard, as they stood in a group at the school- 
door, on the following morning; “depend on it, 
he will be glad to do as we say.” 

All were seated in the school-room, and the 
master was about to commence the duties of the 
day with prayer, when George was seen leaving 
his seat, and going towards Mr. Harding. Every- 
thing was so still, you might have heard a pin 


Rev. 








“Tf you please, sir,” said George, “I cannot 
tell a lie,” and paused. 

“I know you would not, wilfully,” said Mr. 
Harding. “Well?” 

George proceeded to give the history of the 
matter, and to beg Mr. Harding’s forgiveness. 

Mr. Harding’s eyes filled with tears; he could 
scarcely speak at first. All eyes were fixed upon 
him, and on the youth who dared to be true. 

“ George,” said Mr. Harding, “ had you broken 
every pane of glass in the greenhouse, and de- 
atroyed every flower it contains, I would forgive 





“ Perhaps,” said Mr, Harding, “there is not a 
in my school who has never told a lie; for 
I fear, that speaking what they 
false, is not the only way in which 
lie. Some deceive by their conduct, 
be what they are not; others tell 
of the truth, while others tell 
true. Some promise what they 
cannot do, and others neglect to do 
promise. In all these ways they prac- 
tice deception. 


“When I was a boy, as I was standing in the 
play-ground, I received a blow from somebody 
(I did not know whom,) when a lad came up to 
me, and, putting his arm around my neck, said: 
‘What ashame! I only wish I could catch him 
It was he 
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was aliein action. And have you never acted 
in a like manner? Oh! beware of lying in 
word or action. Ged hates lying. Never say 


‘I didn’t do it,’ either by word or action, if | M 


you did.” 


Ministers and Churches. 


AnpERson.—On the 13th of June, the Rev. Samuel 
McCullough Anderson was duly installed by the Presby- 
tery of Cedar, as pastor of the Presbyterian church at 
Davenport, Iowa. 

Asumone.—The Rev. William Ashmore, of the Baptist 
mission at Hong Kong, has arrived in New York city, 
via San Francisco. He has been laboring emeng the 
Chinese in Bangkok and Hong Kong, and has come home 
to spend a few months here to regain bis health. 

AXTELL.—The Rev. N. G. Axtell, of Troy Conference, 

of the First Methodist 





onal church of 


Barreiiz.—The Rev. A. E. Battelle, late of West Town- 
send, Mass., has been invited to the p te of the 


The Rev. E. Webster has the ree- 
torship of St. Luke’s charch, Darien, his address will 
be 128 East 12th New York cit; 


Wetcu.—The Rev. Welch, + the First Presby- 
of Ohio, has accepted a call from the Unity congre- 
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ran church has been erected in Oswe- 
y 60 feet in size, with a tower. It will be 
on the Ist of August. 

3d of June a German Lutheran church in Peru 
township, Huron county, 0.,in the charge of the Rev. 

r. Schmogrow, was consecrated to the service of Christ. 
It is a neat and well finished edifice. 

meeting-house at Greenville, Mass., was to 

on the 12th of July. 
Tue Baptist church at Rice Lake, Minnesota, recently 
organized with thirteen members, was publicly recog- 
nized as a Christian church, with appropriate public ser- 
vices, on the lst of July. 

Tae Con; ional church at Galesburg, Michigan, was 
consumed _— on the morning of the 19thof June. It 
was the work of an incendiary, intemperance being at the 
bottom of the 5 

Taz New Calvary Episcopal church of Culpeper, Va., 
was consecrated on the 2 th of June, by Bishop Jones. 

Tue corner-stone of the Driesbach Lutheran church, 
near Buffalo valley, Union county, Pa., was laid on 
17th of June. The edifice is to be 45 feet by 65, and to 
have a basement story. 

Cuaust church, Episcopal, of Media, Delaware county, 

was recently consecrated. Bis! Potter o iated! 
assisted by Bishop Lee, of Delaware, who two years ago, 
when the former was absent abroad, laid the corner- 
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stone. The were y The 
church is a very neat stone edifice, built in the Norman 
style, and of accommodating about three 





BryesaM.—The . 8. late presiding 
elder of Oswego (N. Y.) district, has been elected to the 
editorship of the Ni Christian Advocate. 

Burrgut.—The Rev. J. J. Burrell, of the Lutheran 
church, has removed to Stone church, Northumberland 
county, Pa. 

CuADWELL.—The Rev. Wm. L. Chadwell has resigned 
the of Christ church, Eastport, Me., and accepted 
a to St. Luke’s Cattekill, N. Y. 

CLARKE.—The Rev. W. F. Clarke, recently of Victoria, 
V. I., has accepted a call at Guelph, C. W. 

CLARK.—The Rev. J. B. Clark, of Canonsburg, Pa. has 
received a call from the First U. P. congregation of Pitts- 
burg, and also from the Second U. P.ch of Allegheny, 


Coox.—The Rev. 8. Cook, Lutheran, of Lagoda, Ind., 
has removed to White Hare, Cedar county, Mo. 

Covet.—The Rev. Samuel Covel, of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, died in New York on the 14th of May, aged 
62 years. 

benaneer—The Rev. James Demarest, who bas been 
abroad for the last three months, returned recently by 
the steamer Adriatic. 

Demarest, Jzr.—The Rev. James Demarest, Jr., of Hack- 
ensack, N. J., has received a call from the Market street 
Reformed Dutch church of New York so 

Drer.—The Rev. Moses Dyer, of the Methodist Episco- 
pal —. died at Windsor, N. Y.,on the 22d of June, 
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Epmonps.—The Rev. F. A. Edmonds, has become the 
successor of the Rey. W. Conrad, in the Berlin German 
Reformed cl Pennsylvania. 

EMERSON.— Rev. Edward Emerson, of Pennsylva- 
nia. has been elected professor of belles-lettres and rhe- 
toric in Troy University. 

FisHer.—The Rev. E. Fisher has taken charge of the 
First German Lutheran church, Albany, N. Y. 

GaxprneR.—The Rev. H. B. Gardiner, of Coeymans, has 
accepted a call from the Reformed Dutch church, of Her- 
kimer, N. Y., and has already commenced his labors 
there. 


GELwicks.—The Rev. C. A. Gelwicks, Lutheran, late of 
jon may Pa., has removed to West Liberty, 


county, . 
Gznsanpt.—The Rev. Prof. W. Gerhardt, late of Con- 
cord, N.C., has removed to Hanover, Pa., and taken 


charge of the Female Seminary established by the Rev. 
Prof. 


GreTr.—The Rev. J. K. Gillett, presiding elder of the 
Grand Rapids district, Michigan Conference, and a dele- 
to the recent General Conference, died on the night 

of the 26th of June. 

Goopwin.—The Rev. D. R. Goodwin, D. D., President of 
Trinity College, Hartford, Conn,, has resigned his position 
in Trinity College, and pted the appoi tas Pro- 
vost of the University of Pennsylvania. The recent com- 
mencement closed Dr. Goodwin's official connection 
with bee hg ew of the Cross. 

Gray.—The Rev. F. M. ray has accepted a call to 
St. John’s Episcopal church, ster, Ohio. He will 
enter upon his duties at once. 

Greexz.—The Rev. R. G. Greene, late of East Cam- 
bri Mass., has received an invitation from the Ortbo- 
dox — church and society in Brighton to 
become their pastor. 

Guss.—The Rev. A. L. Guss, of the Seminary at Get- 
tysburg. has accepted a call to the Lutheran church, 

treville charge, Dickinson, Pa. 

Hawes.—The Rev. J. Erskine Hawes, pastor of the 
Congregational church in Plymouth, Conn., and a son of 
the Rev. Dr. Hawes, of Hartford, died on Sunday, the 8th 
inst.. from injuries sustained by a kick from his horse on 
the Friday evening before. 

Hitcacock.—The Rev. Dr. Hitchcock. of Amherst Col- 
lege, has received the merited honor of an election to 
the Imperial Geological Institute of Austria. 

Hoper.—The Rev. C. Wistar Hodge, elected by the late 
General Assembly to the professorship in Princeton Semi- 
nary vacated by the death of Dr. J. Addison Alexander, 
has pted the i t. He is a son of Dr. Charles 
Hodge. 

Horcaxixn.—The Rev. 8. F. Hotchkin has accepted 
the position of assistant minister in Ascension church, 
Claymont, Delaware. 

Jounston.—The Rev. E. 8. Johnston, late of Gettys- 
burg. having been elected pastor of the Second Lutheran 
or Mission church, in Harrisburg, Pa. desires to be 
addressed accordingly. 

Jounson.—Mr. Herrick Johnson, late of Buffalo, was 
ordained and installed co-pastor with the Rev. Dr. 
Beman, over the First Presbyterian church of Troy, N. 
Y., on the evening of June 28th. 

Kwnicat.—The Rev. Merrick Knight was dismissed 
June 18, from the pastorate of the Congregational church 
in Hebron, Ct. 

Krecet.—The Rev. F. L. Kregel, formerly of Philadel- 
phia, has assumed the pa-toral care of the Bethany and 
Massaponax churches, Va. 

Lansinc.—The Rev. J. A. Lansing was installed as pas- 
tor of the Reformed Dutch church of Catskill, N. Y., on 
the evening of June 24, by the Classis of Greene. 

Larmore.—Mr. James W. Larimore was ordained, 
and installed pastor of the Third Reformed Dutch church 
of —— Y., on the evening of July Ist. 

Lre.— Rev. John Lee, of the Methodist Episcopal 
=_— died at West Bloomfield, N. J.,on the 18th of 

une. 

Lgicuton.—The Rev. 8. 8. Leighton, of West Town- 
send, Mass., departed this life July 4, aged 51. 

MegIKLe.—The Rev. William Meikle, late of Mobile, has 
received a call to the Presbyterian church at Dobb’s 
Ferry, N. Y., to which place he has removed. 

MeRRitt.—The Rev. J. H. Merrill, pastor of the West 
church in Andover, Mass., has been obli on account 
of ill health, to ask a release from pastoral duties for the 
next four months. He will sail from New York for 
Europe, in a few days. « 

McI.vainez.—The Rev. Dr. McIlvaine has been chosen 

rofessor of rhetoric in Princeton Col’sge. It is thought 
will accept. 

Mries.—Mr. Edward C. Miles was ordained as pastor 
of the Congregational church at Stratham, N. H., on 
the 28th of June. 

NicHOoLs.—The Rev. Mr. Nichols, pastor of the Congre- 
gational church at Minneapolis, Minnesota, and formerly 
of Still , was d d on the 5th of July, while 
bathing in Lake Calhoun. His wife and child, his 
brother-in-law. and two nieces, were all drowned at the 
same time. This fearful calamity has cast deep gloom 
over the whole community. 

Patmer.—The Rev. B. M. Palmer, D. D., of New Or- 
leans, has declined the position as Professor of Practical 
Theology in Princeton Seminary, to which he was elected 
by the late Presbyterian General Assembly. 

Pease.—The Rev. I. N. Pease has closed his labors with 
the Baptist church in Boston, Erie county, N. Y , and 

the pastorate of the Baptist church in Busti, 
Chautauque county, N. Y. 

Prince.—The Rev. N. A. Prince, late of Bethel, Ct., has 

received a call from the Congregational church, in 


Orange, Mase. 
Reicuerr.—The Rev. C. G. Reichert, Lutheran, of 
Zanesville, has removed to St. Paris, Champagne county, 


Obio. 

Riveqenv.—Tha@Rev. J. Rhinehard, lately of the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Tiffin, has recently entered upon a 
pastoral charge of a German Reform: 

k 


ROCKWELL. accepted 
the call of the Reformed Dutch church of Kiskatom, 


N.Y. 

Roy.—The Rev. J. KE. Roy was dismissed from his 
pastorate in Chicago, June 21, that he might accept an 
pointment as agent of the American Missionary Asso- 
cation for the west. 


Szivent.—The Rev. Henry Seifert, of the Lutheran 
church, has removed from Martinsburg to Bossardsville, 
Monroe county, Pa. 

SHReckHise —The Rev. J. M. Shreckhise. late of Mof- 
fatt’s Creek, Va., is at present at Mt. Sidney, Augusta 
county, Va. 

Suneves.—The Rev. James W. Shreves, Lutheran, of 
Danville, has removed to West Carlisle, Coshocton 
county, Ohio. 

Saarvas.—The Rev. Alexander Shrivas has been called 
to a parish at Georgetown, D. C., and has resigned his 
parish at Chestnut Hill. 

Stoor.—The Rev. Wm. C. Sloop, late of De Soto, IL., 
died on the 19th of June, at the early age of thirty years. 

Surru.—The Rev. John Smith died at Penn Yan, re- 
cently, aged eighty-four years. He was pastor of the 
Presbyterian church in Cooperstown, N. Y., for a quar- 
ter of a century. He was also settled at different times 
in Corning, Painted Post and Hamenendapert, N. Y. 

Sreicut.—The death of the Rev. John F. Speight, 
President of the North Carolina Protestant Methodist 
Conference has just been announced. 

Srone.—The Rev. Jcseph A. Stone has resigned the 
rectorsbip of Calvary Episcopal church, Tamaqua, and 
accepted that of St. Martin’s church, Mareus Hook, 
Delaware county, Pa. 

Sym.—The Rev. W. Sym has accepted the call to be 
pastor of the Baptist church at Kingston, N. Y. 

Taomas.—The Rev. Noble Wane Thomas, one of the 
oldest members of the New York East Conference of the 
Methodist church, died recently at the advanced age of 
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81 years. 


dred end Sty pessoas. It cost about $4,000. 

A Gerway Latheran church in New Orleans, La., with 
famonese 8c) under the care of Rev. Mr. 

gpd of the Texas Synod, was recently burnt tothe 
ground. 

A New church at Fairview, Frederick county, Md., built 
jointly by the Lutheran and Reformed co: tions in 
the vicinity, was dedicated on Sunday, the 24th of June. 

A NEWLY-ERECTED Evangelical Lutheran church, near 
Greenville, Dark county, Ohio, in charge of Rev. A. 
Klefecker, was dedicated on the 11th of June. 

AGrruan Lutheran church, in the charge of Rev. 
Pastor Schuster, in Madison, St. Joseph’s county, Iowa, 
was recently dedicated. 

THe Methodists of Saginaw City, Michigan, are about 
commencing the erection of an ry oy church edifice, to 
cost $3,000. It is to be 25 by 55 feet in size, and of the 
Gothic style of architecture. 

A New Methodist church is about being erected at 
Pontiac, Michigan. It is located on Saginaw street, and 
will be of brick of large size. 

THE corner-stone of the new a church, in 
bag Pa., was laid on June 28th, with appropriate ser- 

ices. 


On the 27th of June, the Presbyterian church just 
— at Pittsfield, Pa., was dedicated to the worship 
of God. 

Tue corner-stone of a new church edifice, the joint 
ownership of the German Reformed and Lutheran congre- 

tions at Brandon, near Reading, Pa., was laid on the 
25th of June. 

On the Ist of July, a splendid edifice, for the new school 
Presbyterian church, in Columbus, Ohio, (Rev. Mr. Mor- 
ris’s,) was dedicated tothe worship of God. The build- 
ing is purely Norman in architecture, of Waverley stone, 
and adorned by two towers, the higher of which reaches 
an elevation of 200 feet. The dimensions of the edifice 
are, 145 by 65 feet, audience room being 97 by 58 feet, and 
designed to acc date 1,000 persons. The entire cost, 
when completed, will be about $50,000. 














THE PAYMENT OF 
THIRTY DOLLARS 
OONSTITUTES THE DONOR, OR ANY INDIVIDUAL NAMED BY EM 
A LIFE MEMBER 
or THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


I> All Life Members are entitled to the 
** Sunday-School Times,” free of charge. 

All moneys given to the Society are expended upon 
its Missionary Work. 





ISS MARY E. THROPP WILL OPEN 

her BOARDING AND DAY-SCHOOL for Young 
Ladies and Little Girls, at 1920 SPRUCE Street, Philadel 
phia, the FIRST MONDAY in SEPTEMBER. Circulars, 
containing terms and other particulars, may be had on 
application, by letter or otherwise, at 1920 Spruce street. 
Miss Thropp refers also, by permission, to the following 
ladies and gentlemen : 

Mrs. John Markoe, Philadelphia; Mrs. Dr. Charles F. 
Beck, do.; Mrs. Coleman Fisher, Sr., do; Mrs. John C. 
Wetherill, Sr., do. Prof. John 8. Hart, LL. D; Rev. 
Jos. H. Jones, D. D.; Prof. Geo. W. Norris, M. D.; Rev. 
H. A. Boardman, D. D.; Hon. Peter McCall; Rev. William 
P. Breed; Prof. Wm. Gibson, M. D.; Constant Gillou, 
Esq.; Hon. Mrs. Jonathan Roberts, Norristown, Pa.; 
Miss Mary H. Gill, Newark, N. J.; Hon. Judge Grier, U. 
8. Supreme Court; Hon. Judge Monroe, Frankfort, Ky.; 
Col. Robt. B Bolling. Faquier county, Va.; Col. Geo. W. 
Bolling, Petersburg, Va: Mark Alexander. Esq., Mecklen- 
burg county, Va.; G. Rodman Fox, Jr., Norristown, Pa., 
Jos. J. Lewis, Esq., Westchester, Pa.; Col. A. C. Myers, 
U. 8. Army. 





OVER 500,000 COPIES SOLD. 
THE CHEAPEST AND BEST 


MUSIC FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND ANNIVERSARY HYMNS; 


oR, 
Vhe Child’s Sunday-Sthool Music Book. 


No. 1 contains 60 Hymns and choice Tunes, 
per hundred, - - 


- a a4 us - $5 0 
No, 2 contains 18 Select Hymns and Tunes, per 


hundred, ae a es Cee 10 
No. 3 contains 18 choice Hymns and new Tunes, 

per hundred, See eee 16 
No 4 contains 17 choice Tunes and Hymns, per 

hundred, Taek: 1ehee;- Sew 10 
Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4, bound together in one volume, 

with paper covers, indexes, &c., per hundred, 8 00 
Do. do. bound with strong muslin backs, 

perhundred, - - - - - . - 12 50 


This Music Book contains most of the late and popular 
music for Sunday-Schools, such as “Shining Shore,” 
“Just as I Am,” “ Beautiful City,” “Hastening Home,” 
“I have a Father in the Promised Land,” “ Little Child 
do you Love Jesus,” “I want to be an Angel,” “Sunday- 
School Army,” &., &c. For sale by 

G. 8. SCOFIELD, 
American Sunday-School Union Depository, 


jelé-tf No, 599 Broadway, New York. 





REMOVAL. 
NEW YORK 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL DEPOSITORY. 


The New York Depository of the American Sunday- 
School Union has been Removed from No. 375 Broad- 
way, to 
No. 599 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 
OPPOSITE THE METROPOLITAN HOTEL. 

A fall assortment of Sunday-school Books always on 

hand, at the lowest prices. G. 8. SCOFIELD, 
599 Broadway, N. Y. 





A YOUNG LADY, educated in New 
England, desires to make an e nt ae 
TEACHER IN A SEMINARY OR PRIVATE FAMILY, 
in or near the city of Philadelphia, about ber 1. 
She professes to be a thorough teacher of the elementary 
and higher English branches. She has taught French, 
and Instrumental Music to beginners, and is prepared to 
give instruction in various ornamental branches. The 
of reference given and required. Ex tions in 
rome oo salary notlarge. Address Box 350 Philadelphia 
ice. 





TO BE PUBLISHED, 


BY THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
LITTLE MAY; 


OF WHAT USE AM IP 


By tae Autor or “ Rosa’s CaILDHOOD.” 





ESTERN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.—THE 
attention of Pasters and Superintendents is in- 
vited to the extensive stock of Books for sale at the 
SABBATH-SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
91 RANDOLPH 8T., CHICAGO, 
Embracing the publications of— 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
MASS. SABBATH-SCHOOL SOCIETY, 
BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
REFORM TRACT AND BOOK SOCIETY, 
EVANGELICAL KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY, 
PRESBYTERIAN PUB. COMMITTEE. 
CARTER & BROS., THOS. NELSON & SON, RAN- 
DOLPH, HOYT, &c. 


’ 


ed free on application to 





WILLIAM TOMLINSON, 
91 Randolph Street, Chicago. 





JUST PUBLISHED 
THE AMERICAN 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL HYMN BOOK. 
A NEW AND OHOICE COLLECTION 


HYMNS, 

DESIGNED FOR 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 
AND 
PREPARED BY A COMMITTEE 
or 
Pastors and Superintendents. 

IN 
New York. 

Paice $10.00 per Hundred. 

The American Sunday-School Union, 


1122 Cuestnur Street, PHILADELPHIA. 
599 Broadway, New York. 
141 Washington Street, Boston. 





JUST PUBLISHED, 
NEW STORY BOOKS 


FOR 


CHILDREN. 


Series 1. 
Containing: 
Story of a Dewdrop. 
Heels and Toes too. 
The Little Flower Gatherer. 
Three Handfuls of Grain. 
James Ferguson; or, What Trying Will Do. 
The Rainy Day; or, Be Your Kate. 
Series 2. 
og Between the Body and Soul. 
= ‘our Scholars; or, the Parable of the Sower Ap- 
plied. 
MOTs. 
The Wonderful Machine. 
The Fault Cured. 
Story of the Old Man and His Foor Servants. 
Series 3. 
What the Wind Says. 
“Miss Why.” 
Fete Aside. 
Butte’ and the Caterpillar. 


Little Girl Who Made Excuses. 
Two Journeys. 


The Hard Lesson. 

Sarah Se rs Punishment; or, the Danger of 
Trifling with Truth. 

Meddlesome Frank. 

Little Things not to be Despised. 

George Ellis’ First Day at School. 

Mischief; or, Harry and Lozzie. 

Done up in packages of twelve books each, with a neat 
wrapper. Price 12 cents per package. 

Published and for sale by 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
599 Broadway, New York. 
141 Washington Street, Boston. 


THE NEW ACCOUNT-BOOKS. 


As many Sunday-schools are now about reorganizing 
their affairs, and preparing for the work of tLe year 1860, 
we invite attention to the NEW ACCOUNT KS, pub- 

a few months ago, to assist ae and 
teachers in keeping the accounts of their schools. 


The Superintendent's Condensed Record-Book 
Is just what the superintendent wants. It has a 

for the istry of name of everybody in the ion 
of their ission into the school, their attendance while 
there, and of their leaving. A place is vided for 
recording the events of each meeting of the ec: during 
the whole year. A more complete “ multum in parvo” 
for the superintendent has never been issued. 

Price, 50 cents. 


Series 4. 











The Teacher’s Condensed Class-Book and 
Library-Record, 
(ALL IN ONE,) 

Furnishes the teacher thoroughly for this part of his 
work. It is a great improvement upon the old style of 
class-book. It provides a place for the registry of the 
scholars and their residences, &c. It devotes one page to 
the doings of each Sabbath in the year, which includes 
the choosing and Ape oy of library-books. A complete 
and correct record of the business of the library is thus 
made, with no trouble to teacher, scholar, or librarian, 
and with a vast saving of labor to the librarian, who is 
not obliged to k any other record of the distribution 
of books in a school where these class books are used. A 
prominent feature of the book is the heading of each 
page with a striking text of Scripture, thus bringing be- 

the teacher’s mind constantly some fresh passage of 
God’s word, which may cheer him under difficulties, or 


a 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
18 A UNION OF INDIVIDUALS, 
Not of Churches or Denominations; 
IT HAS TWO GRAND OBJECTS: 





R. HUNTINGTON'S ADDRESS, DELI- 
vered before the State Convention of Sabbath- 
School Teachers in Worcester, 


JUST PUBLISHED. 

The Essay of Dr. Huntington, taken as a whole, is one 
of the mostremarkable, as it is one of the most timely 
documents ever read before a like gathering of Christian 
men and women. It is a production worthy alike of the 
occasion and the man, and should be carefully studied by 
every parentand Sunday-school Teacher in the land. The 
elaborate and thorough manner in which the question of 
child education in its broadest sense is di i, and the 
awakening interest with which the subject is everywhere 
invested to intelligent and thinking minds, demands a 
wider diffasion of this Address than is ordinarily secured 
through the regular channels of trade. I, therefore, offer 

ind: ts to Superi ts to introduce it to 











all the Teachers in their school. 


The price of the work will be . 25 ets. 
When 25 copies are sent to one address, ° 20 
“« % “ oF over, ik . ° 15 


In all cases a copy extra for the superintendent, and 
one for the pastor of the church. 
HENRY HOYT, Publisher, 


jyl2-2t No. 9 Cornhill, Boston. 





REQUISITES 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS, 


The American Sunday-School Union publishes a variety 
of helps for Sunday-school teachers, and all who are en- 
gaged in the study of the Bible. 


UNION QUESTIONS. 


This popular series of Question books is in 16 volumes. 
They have been circulated all over the country, and have 
assisted thousands of teachers in imparting scriptural 
knowledge to their classes. 


Votwme 1. Containing the life and miracles of Jesus 
Christ. 





Votume 2. C ini the parables and other instruc 


deliverance of the children of Israel from 

ng the release of the Israelites to 
death of Joshua. 

om 5. Containing questions on the Acts of the Apos 
tles. 

Votume 6. Embracing the death of Joshua to the death 
of Samuel. 

Votume 7. From the death of Samuel to the Babylonian 

ty. 

Vouwnr 6 mae questions on the Epistle to the 

8. 

Vorume 9. Comprising the history of the Israelites from 
the Babylonian Captivity to the end of the Old 
Testament, inciudi the books of Daniel, Kzra, 
Esther and Nehemiah. 

Votume 10. Containing questions on the Epistle to the 

Votumez 11. Containing questions on the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

VoLume 12. C ining lessons designed to give a general 

¥ hig! of = whole Bible. e 

oLumE 13. e Union Question-Book. 
Matthew. 

Votume 14. The Union Question-Book. 
Mark. 

Votume 15. Union Question-Book. 

Union Question-Book. 





msecutive 
Consecutive 
The 
The 


Consecutive 

Luke. 

Votume 16. Consecutive 
John. 

The above series furnish a course of i 

nearly all the books of the Bible. 

Scripture references, and the 

Books have the texts of the Scripture printed on the page 

with the questions. The above are bound in Boards, 

Scents each. An edition is also published, printed on fine 

paper, with interleaved pages for me’ which the 

teacher may wish to write. This edition is bound in 
sheep. Price 40 cents. Bestdes the above, the Union 
publishes: 

The Child’s Scripture Question-Book, designed for the 
Younger Classes of Sabbath-schools. The answers 
to the questions in this book are short, simple, and, 
as far as p icable, in Bible languag 1 pen 
18mo, embellished with twenty-one engravings. 
Price 8 cents. 

stions on Biblical Antiquities. By Rev. Dr. Neville. 








may make him more deeply to feel his depend on 
Goa. This book has been introduced into many of our 
best Sunday-schools, and is rapidly finding its way into 
many more. We look forward to its universal introduc 
tion into the schools of our country. 
Price, 20 cents. 
Published by 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
No, 1122 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, 
And for sale by all booksellers who keep its publi- 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS’ BEQUISITES, 


AIDS TO THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE. 


BIBLICALANTIQUITIES. 
BY THE REV. JOHN W. NEVIN, D. D. 


This book will be found of great assistance to Sunday- 
School Teachers in elucidating the allusions which are so 
frequent in Biblical History, to the Geography, Climate, 

and Political Institutions of the Land of the 
Bible. It gives a full exposition of the details of the cere- 
monies connected with the religion of the Israelites. Price 
76 cents. 

A Question-Book, by the Rev. Edward Neville, D. D, 
will be found of material use in the study of this book. 
Price 8 cents. 








THE MINE EXPLORED; 
A Help to the Reading of the Bible. 
This is a companion which oo teacher should be with- 
out. It gives a history of the revelation of truth to 
and of the laws of interpretation of the 
Word. Ita scope is entirely different from that of “ Bibli- 
cal Antiquities.” It gives a detailed account of the con- 
tents of each book of the Bible in such a way as to shed 
light on the connection between the various parts of the 
ord; the Law, and the Gospel ; Prophec: and its fulfil- 


ment; and ite tis 
by several maps, and furnished with a valuable chrono- 
logical table. Price 76 cents. 








UNION BIBLE DICTIONARY. 


A complete Biblical Cyclopedia, presenting to the 
teacher or student copious fountains of Biblical know- 
ledge in the simplest and most jlable form. It con- 
tains articles on every subject mentioned in the Bible 
upon which the teacher would naturally seek for tmfor- 
mation. Where these articles refer to customs, trees, 
animals, or garments, they are generally illustrated by a 
neat wood-cut. 





1 volume, 692 pages,18mo,- - - - $0 65 

Boundinsheep, - - * pea oe 16 

Bound in morocco, giltedges, - ; - 175 

Bound in cloth, 12mo, - . @ - . 1 2 

In antique and extra bindings, - - ° 250 
Published by 


THE AMBRICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


1122 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


BOSTON DEPOSITORY 


OF THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


No. 141 WASHINGTON STREET, 
BOSTON. 


This is the only depository of the American Sunday- 
School Union in New England. The book trade, Sunday- 
schools, and the public generally, supplied with all oa 
lications, including periodicals, on the same terms as at 
Philadelphia. N. P. KEMP, 

Treasurer for New . 








ST. LOUIS 


RELIGIOUS BOOK STORE. 


THE SUBSCRIBER HAS TAKEN CHARGE OF THE DEPOSITORIES OF 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
AND 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


And bas added a large stock of THroLoaicalL and other 
RELIGIOUS Books. Ministers and others, ordering b 
letter, may rely on having their orders promptly filled, 
and on the very lowest terms. Cstalogues gratis. Any 
ublications will be procured to fill orders, Letters of 
nquiry will meet with immediate attention. Address, 
J. W. McINTYRE, 
Theological, Sunday-School Bible, and Tract Depository, 
marl04im Ne. 9 Seuth Fifth Street, St. Louis, Mo. 








Price 8 cents. 

Man Lost and Saved. This is a series of exercises, em- 
bracing the leading topics of revealed reli, 
and designed to indostrinate the young and illiter- 
ate in the simple truths of the Bible. Each of the 
twenty-four lessons contains a pictorial ilhustra- 
tion, the verse of a hymn, and a few texta o 
Scripture, and appropriate questions. Price 8 


cents. 
Lessons on the Acts of the Apostles. Designed for more 


advanced Bible-classes. By Rev. 8. H. Tyna, D.D. 
Price 8 cents. 

The Elementary Scripture Question-Book on the Old 
Testament. Part I. Price 8 cents. 


The Elementary Scripture Question-Book on the Old 
Testament. Part II. Price 8 cents. 
One Thousand Questi and Propositi for Sunday- 
schools and Bible-classes. Price 8 cents. 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
NO. 1122 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 








JUST PUBLISHED, 


BY THE 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


PENNY QUESTION BOOK, 


FOR VERY 
LiTTLE CHILDREN, 
TO HELP 
PARENTS AND TEACHERS OF INFANTS. 


16 Pp., 32m0. 

This little manual is designed to embrace all the items 
of the Apostle’s creed, in language as simple and as nearly 
scriptural as possible. 

Aa It has secured the unqualified approbation of some 
of the most judicious parents and teachers. 

A@~ One hundred copies can be sent by mail for $1 20 
remitted. 





EB. S. GERMAN. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKSTORE, 
TRACT, SUNDAY-SCHOOL and BIBLE DEPOSITORY 
Szconp above CaxzstNuT St. HARRispura, Pa. 
Subscriptions taken for the “ Sumday-School Times,” 
and other Sunday-school papers. 





The Youth’s Sunday-School Gazette, 
A Monthly Paper, 
Printed on extra paper, and ill d with 
elegant Wood Engravings from original designs. 
Prices at the Depositories. 





10 Copi rr year,tooneaddress,- - - $1.00 
50 Oonlen, = toone address, - - - 4.50: 
100 Copies, per year, toone address, - - - 8.00 


Prices when sent by mail with the postage pre-paid. 
15 Copies, year, to one address, - ° - $200 
50 Copies’ per year, to one address, ~~ os 

100 Copies, per year, to one address, - - - 11.00: 

Published by the Am. 8. 8. Union, 1122 Chestnut Bt. 
Payment invariably in advance. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER, 


A Weekly Paper for Children, 
Filled with the choicest matter, and illustrated with 
numerous elegant wood engravings. 
The Banner may be had also Monraty, Semi-Monrait, 
or THREE TIMES A Monta, at the option of the subscriber. 


Prices at the Depositories. 
Th 





ree 
i- timesa 7 
Monthly. Monthly. month. . 
10 Copies, per year, 66 1.95 et 
50 Copies, per year, $2.75 $5.50 25 «$l = 
100 Copies, per year, $5.00 $10.00 $15.00 $20. 


Prices when sent by mail with the postage prepaid. 
Three 


Semi- = timesa 
. —: —_— - 9 “ree 5 
15 Copies, per year, $1.50 : 7 
50 yom per year, $4.26 $8.50 $12.75 4 
100 Copies, per year, $8.00 $16.00 $24.00 
Published by the Am. 8. 8. Union, 1122 Chestnut 8 
Payment invariably in advance. 
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